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Escape 


By Margaret S. Fellows 


1 Corinthians 10:13 


N THE eyes of the world, ’m a 
crippled thing, 
A helpless bird with a broken wing, 
Yet I soar to heights unknown to men, 
To the gates of Heaven itself. 


Though my body is bound to a narrow 
bed, 

And I lack the strength to lift my head, 

My soul wings up through skies of blue 

To regions of bliss beyond. 


As a child of the Father, I have access 

To His precious promises which bless, 

Which lift me up from this earthly 
sphere 

To the very throne of God. 


There my spirit feasts on heavenly food, 
There my eyes behold the Lamb of God 
Who waits for the rapture of His Bride 
To the Home which He hath prepared! 


Praying Through 

Anxiety can be exchanged for peace. 
This wonderful transaction, in which the 
peace of God takes the place of nagging 
worry, is unique. Money has no place 


in it, and it is not done by mere intel- 
It cannot be 


lectual or physical effort. 


permanently hindered by circumstances, 
But there is a price to pay, and that is 
the prayer of faith. This is a spiritual 
exercise of a high order and it opens the 
way for God’s free gifts. Problems and 
perplexities are a part of this life and 
if we try to deal with them one by one 
in our own strength we shall soon be 
downed in the struggle. But Paul, by 
inspiration, showed us a more excellent 
way. If we read his command, “In noth- 
ing be anxious” (Phil. 4:6, R.V.), and 
stop there, we shall soon give up and 
rest back on the excuse that it is hu- 
manly impossible. While that is true, 
thank God it is not the conclusion of the 
matter for the Christian. We must re- 
member the remedy and apply it: “But 
in every thing by prayer and suppli- 
cation with thanksgiving let your re- 
quests be made known unto God.” When 
anxiety grips the mirid and lingers there, 
one or more of these elements of the 
prayer of faith are lacking. Perhaps our 
prayer has not been in proportion to the 
magnitude of the problem. Perhaps we 
have not prayed long and earnestly 
enough. A _ thankless spirit hinders 
prayer and faith and turns our eyes 


away from the “lovingkindness and ten- 
der. mercies” of God to our own trials. 
But perhaps one of the commonest 
causes of chronic anxiety is the failure 
to spread out before God, in detail, all 
that troubles us. This can be done, and 
when one sets out to wrestle in prayer 
with every single one of his difficulties, 
he will often be surprised to find that 
it does not take so long as he thought 
it would. The Psalmist said, “Pour out 
your heart before him” (Psa. 62:8) and 
Paul said, “Let your requests be made 
known. unto God.” It is after we 
have prayed -earnestly, given thanks, 
and laid our specific requests before 
God, that “the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.” One:of the purposes of the 
coming of the Lord Jesus, found in 
the context of the passage which He 
read and applied to Himself in the syna- 
gogue at Nazareth, is “to give , . . the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heavi- 
ness” (Isa. 61:3). He will do this for 
any one of His believing children who 
will take time to cast all his care upon 
Him and then trust Him to carry it. 


David Brainerd— Apostle to the Indians 


This editorial by Ernest Gordon reviews “The Life and Diary of David 


Brainerd,” originally edited by Jonathan Edwards; 
(Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, $3.50.) 


Philip E, Howard, Jr. 


HE life story of David Brainerd 

has in the past had profound spir- 
itual influence upon Christian 
leaders, as Carey and Martyn, sending 
them to the mission field, and upon 
Murray McCheyne. John Wesley urged 
ministers to “read it carefully.” It is 
a textbook on effectual, fervent prayer. 
A new edition of “The Life and Diary 
of David Brainerd” has just been issued 
by the Moody Press. It is the fourth 
volume in the Wycliffe Series of Chris- 
tian Classics, of which Dr, Wilbur M. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“In the multitude of my thoughts 
within me thy comforts delight my 
soul” (Psa. 94:19). 























newly edited by 


Smith is the editor-in-chief. It con- 
tains a very large part of the Diary and 
Journal as originally edited by Jonathan 
Edwards, with many valuable interpo- 
lations by Edwards himself. Two sec- 
tions of the Journal are given, covering 
the period from June, 1745, to June, 1746, 
and written especially by David Brain- 
erd for the Society (in Scotland) for 
Propagating Christian Knowledge, which 
directed and supported his work among 
the American Indians. There are eight 
sections of the Diary, giving the story 
of Brainerd’s early life in his own words 
and an intimate record of his strenuous 
labors among the Indians, from his birth 
on April 20, 1718, to the weeks preceding 
his death on November 10, 1742. In 
addition, there is a new biographical 
sketch of Jonathan Edwards written for 
this volume by the Editor; a list of the 
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works of President Edwards; his preface 
and introductory note ‘to the Life and 
Diary; his explanation of “Why Brainerd 
Was Expelled from College”; and a new 
translation, made for this volume, of the 
long Latin inscription on Jonathan Ed- 
wards’ tombstone at Princeton, N. J. 
Among the interesting features of the 
biographical sketch of Edwards are the 
entire list of seventy resolutions which 
he drew up for the guidance of his own 
life; the story of his dismissal from his 
church in Northampton, Mass., and his 
election as president of the College of 
New Jersey, which later became Prince- 
ton University;:and the touching story 
of his sudden death, including his own 
last words and letters written by his 
doctor and members of his family. 

It is a book that also calls out one’s 
pity for the writer. Jonathan Edwards 
wrote, “In . . . melancholy .. . he ex- 
ceeded all melancholy persons that ever 
I was acquainted with.” The only 
parallel one can think of was the af- 
flicted William Cowper. Anyone who 
has experienced depression for a few 
weeks can only wonder at the way 
Brainerd overcame it and persisted in 
storming Heaven with prayer and sup- 
plication for others and for the salva- 
tion of souls. Mr. Moody used to say 
that to be joyful is a Christian’s duty. 
Yes, if you can be joyful! One wonders 
how a Christian could spend time set- 
ting down in a diary all these fluctua- 
tions of feeling; wonders, too, why he 
should have been so long deprived of 
the joy of the Lord. “I am all sin; I 
cannot think, nor act, but every motion 
is sin.” He longs for God to return with 
converting grace to “poor Gospel-abus- 
ing sinners.” After which one rejoices 
to hear him describe the lights in the 
northern evening sky. They remind him 
of the coming resurrection, 

How different the atmosphere of Wes- 
Jey’s own Journal, with its endless activ- 
ities, its freedom from the introspective 
and abnormal! God fulfills Himself in 
many ways. In Brainerd He. exhibits 
one who endured, as seeing Him who is 
invisible. Saints have pined in: cruel 
dungeons for decades. Brainerd carried 
about his dungeon with him, 

Yet times of refreshing and alleviation 
would come, too. After a period of deep 
darkness, “as if the presence of God was 
clean gone forever,” it pleased Him “to 
visit my soul with clearer manifestations 
of Himself and His grace. I was spend- 
ing some time in prayer and self-exam- 
ination, when the Lord by His grace 
so shined into my heart that I enjoyed 
full assurance of His favor, . . . un- 
speakably refreshed with divine and 
heavenly enjoyments. At this time espe- 
cially, .. . sundry passages of God’s Word 
opened to my soul with divine clearness, 
power, and sweetness, so. as to appear 
exceeding precious, and with clear and 
certain evidence of its being the Word 
of God.” . 
If ever a man labored in prayer it 
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was he. He would go into the woods 


in the morning to plead with fervency- 


for the advancement of Christ’s King- 
dom in the world. “At noon, God en- 
abled me to wrestle with Him and to 
feel, as I trust, the power of divine love 
in prayer.” At night he was still pray- 
ing. On another occasion of all-day 
prayer, he reports that in the afternoon 
God so enabled him to agonize in prayer 
that he “was quite wet with perspira- 
tion, though in the shade and the cool 
wind. My soul was drawn out very 
much for the world, for multitudes of 
souls. I think I had more enlargement 
for sinners than for the children of God, 
though I felt as if I could spend my 
life in cries for both. I enjoyed great 
sweetness in communion with my dear 
Saviour. I think I never in my life 
felt such an entire weanedness from this 
world.” 

Again, when agonizing for immortal 
souls, he wrote: “Though it was early 
in the morning and the sun scarcely 
shined at all, yet my body was quite wet 
with sweat.” At another time, “I think 
I have not had such power of interces- 
sion these many months, both for God’s 
children and for dead sinners.” 

When Job prayed for his friends, an- 
swers came. Here David forgot self and 
no doubt won victories for the Kingdom 
in this unwearied and confident prayer. 

There is something truly heroic in the 
way David hung to his work. The de- 
pression with which his soul was bur- 
dened was the ordinary accompaniment 
of his daily walk, but more and more 
physical weakness was added thereto. 
Consumption was the scourge of the 
time. We find entries such as: 

“Having lain in a cold sweat all night, 
I coughed much bloody matter this 
morning, and was under great disorder 
of body.” Yet he rode up the river 
fifteen miles to talk with a man about 
the life of religion, finding him very art- 
ful in evading such conversation. He 
continues, “Oh, what a death it is to 
some, to hear of the things of God!” 
And again: . “Spent this day, as well as 
the whole week past, under a great de- 


(Continued on page 465) 








. Notes on Open Letters 


A Christian Funeral 

When “the Lord put a word in 
Balaam’s mouth,” he said: “Let me die 
the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his!” (Num. 23:5, 10.) 
It is not given to every Christian to have 
a quick and easy Home-going, but 
whether there be light in the valley, or 
it be dark and long, yet when a Chris- 
tian dies his loved ones have the deep 
and lasting satisfaction of knowing that 
he is “with Christ; which is far better” 
(Phil. 1:23). The funeral of a Christian 


man who had been a reader of THE Sun- 
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pay ScHoot Trmes for many years is de. 
scribed in the following letter: 


My father died at the age of eighty- 
three as the result of a stroke suffered 
while he was having his evening de. 
votions New Year’s Eve. We sent to 
each of our friends a simple card bear. 
ing his name and beneath it the words, 
“Promoted to Glory January 5, 1949” 
and then, “How shall we mourn for 
one who has gone to be a guest of the 
King?” 

The funeral service was not a time 
of sorrow, but of rejoicing and praise 
to God. We chose to sit surrounded 
7 our friends instead of mourning 
alone behind curtains. 

The service was opened by a solo, 
“I will sing you a song of that beau- 
tiful land, the far away home of the 
soul...” The Scripture was 2 Cor- 
inthians 5:1-11, and this was followed 
by a prayer of thanksgiving to God for 
His goodness. The next song was. 
“Take time to be holy,” sung by a 
quartet of Christian men. Instead of 
an obituary, these verses were read: 


He went with the dying year, the one 
who had lived so long, 

He went to the Glory Land to join the 
heavenly throng. 

For the ones who are left behind, the 
parting is hard to bear, 

But we think, as our tears are flowing, 
of the joy there is Up There. 


His life had been full and blessed, 
though not with material gain, 
His life was a blessing to others because 

of the Christ who reigned. 

We would not wish him to linger, for 
weariness came with the years, 
And so we are looking to Jesus e’en 

through the falling tears. 


We are hoping and praying that others 
may turn to the Christ he knew 
And thus be ready to join him when 
their life’s journey is through. 
For life with Jesus is precious as we 
walk with Him day by day, 

And He is the One who told us, “I am 

the Life, the Way.” 


The sermon was preached by a young 
man. His text was 2 Corinthians 5:10, 
and he gave a splendid Gospel mes- 
sage, extending an invitation at the 
close to accept Christ as Saviour. This 
was followed by the song, “When you 
my Jesus understand, when you ac- 
cept His loving hand.., .” 

The cemetery and surrounding hills 
were lace-trimmed with fresh snow. 
and the sun was shining, lending a 
glory to the scene. All those present 
there sang all the verses of the “Glory 
Song,” and then the preacher read |! 
Corinthians 15:54-58, and we sang, 
“There is a fountain filled with blood.” 
There were none of the man-made 
words usual to funerals, but only the 
Gospel and words of praise to God— 
An Oregon reader. 


bd 


A CORRECTION 


In your April 9 edition in the article 
entitled “Further Notes on Yale Alco- 
hology,” an editorial by Ernest Gor- 
don, in the first sentence, I notice he 
calls the Texas Christian University @ 
Methodist school, He is mistaken there. 
Texas Christian University is a school 
of the “Christian” church, and is not 
Methodist—A Texas reader. 


Texas Christian University is affiliated 


with the Disciples of Christ Church and 
was founded by Addison and Randolph 
Clark in 1873 and chartered in 1879. 
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lll. ““Why Cannot | Follow Thee Now?” 


A lesson that it took Peter three years to learn 





“Follow me’s” in the life of Simon 

Peter. The first was spoken by the 
Sea of Galilee, the last by the Sea of 
Tiberias. Geographically, the Sea of 
Galilee and the Sea of Tiberias are the 
same. But it took Simon Peter three 
years. to move from the first “Follow 
me” to the last, and some Christians 
never get to Tiberias at all. 

Matthew gives us the first picture: 
“And Jesus, walking bythe sea of Gali- 
lee, saw two brethren, Simon called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting 
a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 
And he saith unto them, Follow me, and 
I will make you fishers of men. And 
they straightway left their nets, and fol- 
lowed him” (Matt. 4: 18-20). Notice that 
they “straightway” left their nets and 
followed Him. It sounds too easy. Peter 
still had much to learn. He followed, 
but in his own self-sufficiency, with 
many a hard lesson ahead of him, 

Another “Follow me” comes later, on 
the great day when Peter makes his 
well-known confession. Jesus speaks of 
His approaching death and Peter stum- 
bles over it. He always’did. Within a 
few moments the man who had said, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God,” was saying of the coming 
crucifixion, “Be it far from thee, Lord: 
this shall not be unto thee.” Peter 
crashes from the heights to the depths 
within a few verses, from the mountain 
peaks of confession in verse’ 16 to the 
swamps of contradiction in verse 22. In 
one verse he is a spokesman for God, 
for our Lord said, “Flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven”; but ‘in the next 
few minutes he is spokesman for the 
Devil, for our Lord said, “Get thee be- 
hind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto 
me:: for thou savourest not the things 
that be of God, but those that be of 
men.” 


Another Milepost 


It. shows us that Peter is still far from 
coming to the end of. himself. . He is 
still following from Galilee in. self-will, 
and there must be a special hint for 
him in our Lord’s next words: “If any 
man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and fol- 
low me.” It is another milepost on the 
way to Tiberias. : 

The heart of the whole matter shows 
up at the Last Supper. Peter asks, 
“Lord, whither goest thou?” (John-13:36.) 
Jesus answers, “Whither I go, thou canst 
not follow me now; but thou shalt fol- 
low me afterwards.” Peter said, “Lord, 
why cannot I follow thee now? I will 
lay down my life for thy sake.” But 


Tate are several very significant 





Using geography and chronology, 
Mr. Havner emphasizes a great con- 
trast between the early and later 
discipleship of Peter, and shows how 
graciously the Lord dealt with him. 
There are encouraging lessons here 
for every Christian worker. This is 
the last in this present series of three 
articles by Mr. Havner. 


The Times has two more articles 
by Mr. Havner, just recently re- 
ceived, which the Editors plan to 
publish in the autumn. These are 
entitléd “Strange Gods” and “The 
Christ of Experience.” 








Jesus reminded him that soon he would 
deny his Lord. 

There is something deeper than first 
appears in this question, “Why cannot I 
follow thee now?” Peter was not ready 
to follow his Lord even “now,” right 
now, right away. He was not ready, 
there were lessons to be learned. So our 
Lord had said, “Whither I go, thou canst 
not follow me now; but thou shalt follow 
me afterwards.” Peter did follow after- 
ward, even unto death, but he was not 
ready yet. And some of us wonder what 
hinders us from going all the way with 
Jesus. We think we are ready, but He 
knows better. We have not come to the 
“afterwards.” Jesus knew Peter, knew 
that soon he would go to sleep in the 
garden; then he would follow afar off; 
next he would warm himself at the 
enemy’s fire, and finally swear and deny 
that he ever knew his Lord. He who 
thought he was ready for martyrdom 
would be defeated by a servant girl! 


Our Lord knows us, too, and what pit- 
falls lie between Galilee and Tiberias. 
The key to Peter’s trouble is revealed 
in something else our Lord said on that 
solemn occasion. Only. Luke tells us: 
Jesus said, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 
hath desired to have you, that he may 
sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not: and when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy breth- 
ren” (Luke 22:31, 32). 


Here is something of. tremendous sig- 
nificance. For a moment our Lord pulls 
aside the curtain between us and the un- 
seen world and we get a glimpse of the 
tug-of-war that Satan wages with God 
for the souls of men. We are reminded 
at once of the Book of Job and Satan’s 
securing permission to fry out Job in the 
fires of adversity. Peter, usually the 
mouth of the Twelve, is here the ear, 
says Matthew Henry. The first two 
“you’s” are plural: “Satan asked to have 


you all (all you disciples) that he might 
sift all you disciples as wheat, but I 
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have prayed for you, Peter, that your 
faith, Peter’s faith, fail not: and when 
you, Peter, have turned again, strengthen 
your brethren.” 

What a drama is here set before us 
with three characters: “Satan hath de- 
sired to have you... but I...” Here 
are Satan; “you,” which means any of 
us; and Christ. It is Christ or Anti- 
christ, and we are the prize Satan seeks 
with every snare. I do not pretend to 
understand all that is involved here in 
God’s permissive will, but I rejoice in 
the blessed turn of the sentence: “Satan 
hath desired to have you, ,.. But I 
have prayed for thee.” “If any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). 
We may fall into Satan’s hands for test- 
ing as did Job and Peter, but within 
God’s permissive will the Devil can go 
only so far. Even then he may defeat 
his own purpose. In Peter’s case Satan 
wanted to winnow out the wheat, but 
our Lord overruled, so that instead he 
winnowed out the chaff and left the 
wheat, Peter was purged of his pride, 
brought to bitter repentance and con- 
verted, turned from his own self-suffi- 
ciency. His faith was eclipsed — indeed 
such is the meaning of “fail” here — 
but not extinct. 


The Lord’s Private Meeting With Peter 


Peter failed his Lord, but the Lord 
did not forget Peter. After the Resur- 
rection, the angel said to the women 
at the empty tomb, “Go... tell his dis- 
ciples and Peter that he goeth before 
you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, 
as he said unto you” (Mark 16:7). This 
is peculiar to Mark, and if Peter sup- 
plied Mark with material, how touching ! 
Far from forgetting the wayward dis- 
ciple, Jesus singled him out. Then fol- 
lowed a private meeting with Peter 
(Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5). We do not 
know what took place, but evidently 
Peter was made ready for Tiberias. So 
we arrive finally at that blessed inter- 
view at the end of a long trail. The 
risen Lord addresses His disciple as 
“Simon, son of Jonas”, (John 21:15). 
Nothing is said about Peter, the rock. 
All Bible students know how our Lord 
asked, “Lovest thou me?” using the word 
for divine love. Peter, broken and un- 
done, cannot rise to that lofty term, but 
can profess only a humbler affection. 
The third time—three questions for 
three denials— Jesus uses Peter’s own 
word and cuts him to the heart. Along 
with the three questions come three com- 
mands, “Feed my lambs . .°, Feed my 
sheep ... Feed my sheep.” It amounts 
to the same thing our Lord had said long 
before, “Strengthen thy brethren,” for 





now Peter is converted. It is only the 
man who has come to the “afterwards” 
and has been turned from self to the 
Saviour who can strengthen the breth- 
ren and feed the sheep. 

Then follows a statement that reminds 
us of earlier conversations. Heretofore 
when our Lord spoke of His own cruci- 
fixion Peter always stumbled over it. 
He stumbled right after his historic con- 
fession and at the Last Supper. Now 
our Lord speaks of Peter’s own cruci- 
fixion that lay ahead. “Verily, verily, 
I say unté thee, When thou was‘ young, 
thou girdest thyself, and walkedst 
whither thou wouldest: but when thou 


, Shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy 


hands, and another shall gird thee, and 
earry thee whither thou wouldest not. 
This spake he, signifying by what death 
he should glorify God. And when he 
had spoken this, he saith unto him, Fol- 
low me.” 

You will observe that Peter makes no 
bold claims this time. He who had con- 
fidently said, “I will lay down my life 
for ‘hee,” lets ‘te Lord say it now. Now 
he has reached the “afterwards,” he is 
converted, he is ready for the Tiberias 
“Follow me.” He has been sifted, he 
has come to the end of himself. The 
crowing of the cock on the night of his 
denial really marked in more ways than 
one the beginning of a new day. 

There is an interesting little postscript. 
Peter saw John also following, and asked, 
“Lord, and what shall this man do?” 
Jesus answered, “If I will that he tarry 
till I come, what is that to thee? follow 
thou me.” It is easy to become too oc- 
cupied with what happens to other dis- 
ciples. Our business is not the future 


.of John, but the following of Jesus. 


Peter’s concern was not evil, but we 
must beware of being sidetracked by 
secondary considerations. Worrying 
about John may make us lose sight of 
Jesus. “Follow me yourself” is what 
our Lord said. It is easy to wonder 
about this preacher and that movement 
and burn up a lot of time and energy 
talking about John, 

It is easy now to understand why 
Peter was not ready when he asked, 
“Why cannot I follow thee now?” Until 
he reached Tiberias almost everything 
he said was a mistake: “We have for- 
saken all, and followed thee; whai shall 
we have therefore?” (Matt. 19:27.) “Be 
it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be 
unto thee” (Matt.. 16:22). “The multi- 
tude throng thee and press thee, and 
sayest thou, Who touched me?” (Luke 
8:45.) “Although all men shall be of- 
fended, yet will not I” (Mark 14:27): 
“Thou shalt never wash my feet” (John 
13:8). No wonder we read, “Peter said 
... not knowing what he said” (Luke 
9:33). ° 

What made the difference? He had 
come to the end of his boastful self- 
sufficiency, broken in repentance, not 
bragging of his willinoness to c’e, bu’ 
now humbly allowing his Lord to do the 
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talking. But something else tells us the 
secret of his new power. We read that 
Jesus “breathed on them, and saith unto 
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost” (John 
20:22). And then came Pentecost, and 
Simon becomes truly Peter, the Rock. 
Not that he was perfect, because he still 
made mistakes: as at Antioch. But at 
Galilee he forsook his nets and boat; at 
Tiberias he forsook himself. 

Are you a Galilean disciple following 
“straightway” in your own strength? You 
ask, “Why cannot I follow thee now?” 
You are not ready. “Let him that :hink- 
eth he standeth take heed lest he fall” 
(1 Cor. 10:12). You will sleep in the 


“be found. 
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garden. You will follow afar off. Yoy 
will warm by the enemy’s fire, where 
most of our church members can always 
No wonder you soon deny 
your Lord. You must come to the “after. 
wards,” you must be sifted and con. 
verted. Then you will meet the Lord 
afresh and He will breathe His Spirit 
upon you and bid you follow Him again, 
not in boasted self-sacrifice, but in cru. 
cifixion with Him. 

Tiberias disciples are few and far be. 
tween. It is so much easier to leave nets 
and boats than to deny oneself. But 
that is the price of the last “Follow me.” 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 


Starting a Sunday School in Cilanbile 


How the teaching of the Word has prospered and grown in the little town of Wolcott 


HAT happened to the widow’s mite 
in the Bible? That record may 
not be known, but ‘he record of the 
“mite” of the Wolcott Sunday School o! 
nor‘hwestern Coloraco is known both 
to Him and to us. At the end of its 
first two-year period of existence, the 
books show at least six saved, more 
brought back to .he Lord and His work, 
twenty-one young people sent free to a 
fundamental Bible camp, a native mis- 
sionary supported for a year in Africa, 
and one young lady entering her firsi 
year in a Bible schogl in Minneapclis. 
B. E. Bulkley and his wife, Edith, for- 
mer students of Moody Bible Institute 
arrived in this little town of some sev- 
enty inhabitants over two years ago. 
Mrs, Bulkley, with an interested neigh- 
bor, canvassed for a Sunday school. A 
number of Sunday: schools had been 
started here, but for some reason or 
another had ceased to function, 

Several promised to attend. The locc] 
school board gave their permission to 
use the schoolhouse, for one said, “We 
are far from a church of any kind, and 
we want our young people to have some 
kind of religious training.” 

The first Sunday brought more than 
was expected. The Bulkleys ‘kept the 
program simple and aimed at interesting 
the children. Mrs. Bulkley led the sins- 
ing with quick, short choruses. Then 
came a song or two for the adulis, and 
as much special music as could be pro- 
duced was added. The children liked 
the songs that called for some sort of 
action. 

When Mrs. Bulkley showed the prizes 
that later would be given for special 
work, there was a great deal of interest 
shown. Soon many had their firs: Bibles 
through learning the assignec verses. 
All were asked to learn the books of the 
Bible so that they might take part in 
a “Sword Drill.” This is still a lively 
part of the Sunday school period. Each 
must have his “Sword” and have it 


By M. A. HORNE 


“losed, and then start from scratch to 
find the verses and endeavor to be the 
iret to read them slowly and distinctly. 

The average attendance is twenty-five 
Cults and children. That small number 
is divided into three groups. Mr. Bulk. 
ley takes the adults, Mrs. Harold Horn 
takes the Intermediates, and Mrs. Bulk- 
ley takes the younger group. This lat- 
ter group passes the papers, takes up 
the collections, and remembers the birth- 
days. Mr. Bulkley then brings a mes- 
sage, usually from the Old Testament. 

The district is mostly Roman Catholic, 
so in class work, every effort is made 
to avoid denominational differences. Each 
eacher uses just his Bible, and simple 
Bible truths are given. 

In spite of this, however, the only ob- 
jection to the Sunday school’s activities 
was raised by the Catholic church in 
another town last summer. Our list of 
those going to Bible camp was all made 
up, when the Catholic church refused 
o permit some to attend. 

But the Lord used this setback for His 
glory. Several others were sent that 
-ertainly needed to go, and even two 
“om a neighboring town. One of these 
is now attending the Riley Bible School 
n Minneapolis. 

The support for all this comes from 
he gifts of those attending the Sunday 
school. Nothing is solicited outside. But 
big things can be done with a small 
amount. Camp costs twelve dollars 3 
week for each young person. Five dol- 
lars a month goes to support the native 
missionary in Africa. He is a lively 
man with a Christian family. They give 
their full time to taking the Good News 
to their own people. 

Sunday school papers are paid for, too, 
out of the collections. These papers are 
passed around town also. 

An annual picnic is held in the summer 
and numerous parties for Christmas, 
Faster, and the like. A good Christmas 
program is arranged with care, for many 
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Lesson for June 5 


in the little town will attend a program 
for the treats and the play and at the 
same time get a good dose of the Word 
at the same time. 

The flannelgraph is very popular. The 
story of “Pilgrim’s Progress” has just 
run its course and with much interest 
to the young people. 

Sometimes the attendance is down, due 
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to illness, vacations, careless parents, But 
prayer and faithfulness on the part of 
the leaders bring it up again. The Lord 
is looking out for the small spots in His 
vineyard. Many widow’s “mites” every- 
where minister to His glory just as in 
the little Wolcott Sunday School of 
Colorado, 
Santa Ana, CALIF. 


What We Do About Absentees 


Interest, patience, prayer, and love pay dividends 


SCHOOL is rightly judged by what 

attention is given to absentees. In 
cases of illness or bereavement, absence 
is understandable, but for any other rea- 
son it simply means the school is losing 
its hold on the child, for when a child 
misses for any feasons other than those 
mentioned, it means the school is taking 
a lesser place in his life and something 
else is more important. Therefore ab- 
sentees should be contacted at once! 

Through the use of a questionnaire, 
handed to every child, asking for full 
name, address, age, birthday, phone 
number, grade in public school, names 
of baby brothers and sisters, and if he 
has a Bible for his own use, it is a sim- 
ple thing to follow up an absentee. In 
our school, a “postman” was appointed, 
and it is her duty to see that a card is 
sent at once to each absentee, stating he 
had been missed. In this way, if the 
child was absent without his parent’s 
knowledge, it would be corrected in the 
beginning, and in most cases of that 
kind we have found that the child is in 
school the following Sunday. 

If the child was sick, in most cases 
the parents phone, stating that this was 
the case, and a get-well card is sent by 
the “postman.” If the child failed to 
come the following Sunday, the super- 
intendent, with another officer, visits that 
home some time during the next week. 
This proves profitable, for it is another 
opportunity to become better acquainted 
with the parents and the child’s home 
life. On these visits we are always care- 
ful to show the parents we are not angry 
because the child was absent, but that 
he or she was actually missed and that 
our school would be helped if the child 
could come every Sunday. Make the 
Parents feel that their children are be- 
ing a benefit to your school and they will 
be much more forceful in encouraging 
their children not to miss sessions. 

If a child continues to be absent after 
persistent visits and cards, it is wise to 
forget him for a while and let the other 
children be the missionaries, as they will 
be in contact with that child and will 
undoubtedly talk of their good times in 
their Sunday school. We found after 
a few weeks most delinquents return 
of their own volition, realizing they are 
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missing the interesting happenings in 
the Sunday school ‘life: While the regu- 
lar children are talking your school up, 
remember to cease not from praying 
and asking for wisdom as to how to 
handle each case. 

Once an absentee has returned, if pos- 
sible, give that one some special job 
to do. This will pick up-the lack of in- 
terest and help him to feel that coming 
back was worth while. It is wise, too, 
to sponsor contests, making things for 
a children’s hospital, and the like, for 
once a child gets the feeling of compe- 
tition, or being a real Samaritan to 
someone else, he usually forgets to stay 
away, as his mind is taken up with what 
new thing will be mentioned or started 
each week. 

In some large families, it is a prob- 
lem, sometimes, for parents to clothe 
children suitably for Sunday school. In 
some cases, therefore, where our school 
inquiries develop such facts, the officers 
feel it is a real missionary project to 
give help, from a fund created for such 
purposes. We have found that such chil- 
dren usually are very faithful now, ex- 
cept in cases of sickness. The parents 
of these children are staunch supporters 
of our. school and do all in their power 
to come themselves. 

In cases of long illnesses, baskets of 
fruit are sent to the children and extra 
special cards are sent from the officers 
themselves. Where bereavement enters 
the home, flowers or money, depending 
on the need, are sent on behalf of the 
entire Sunday school, and the officers 
themselves visit the home, offering their 
help and sympathy. These things. mean 
much to the parents, and seldom do we 
find them encouraging the children in 
any way to neglect the-school. In our 
district last fall the half of the town 
was flooded and all Sea Scouts had to 
report for duty all day Sunday. To help 
in this, we had all our boys who were 
in that unit counted as present with full 
marks and the teachers served hot cof- 
fee after dark on those three nights, 
showing they -were behind the = boys. 
They were all present the following Sun- 
day. 

My firm belief is that, except in rare 
cases, absentees will become non-ab- 
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sentees if enough interest, patience, 
prayer, and, above all, “love,” are shown 
in their behalf. 


East View, Onr., CAN. 


mm 
David Brainerd—Apostle to 
the Indians 


(Continued from second page) 


gree of bodily weakness, exercised with 
a violent cough. . . . I had no appetite 
to any kind of food; and frequently 
brought up what I ate, as soon as it was 
down. Oftentimes had little rest in my 
bed, by reason of pains in my breast 
and back.” Then the indomitable man 
added: “Rode to my people; and, though 
under much weakness, attempted to 
preach from II Corinthians 13:5. Dis- 
coursed about half an hour, at which 
season divine power seemed to attend 
the Word; but, being extremely weak, 
I was obliged to desist. After a turn 
of faintness, with much difficulty I rode 
to my lodgings, where betaking myself 
to bed, I lay in a burning fever, and 
almost delirious, for several hours... . 
Yet I felt perfectly at rest in my own 
mind because I had made my utmost 
attempts to speak for God.” ‘ 

Brainerd was a wilderness preacher, 
pioneering among rough settlers and 
above all to pagan Indians in Stock- 
bridge, Mass., and later to Indians in New 
Jersey and the Susquehanna region. He 
was the apostolic successor to John Eliot 
of the preceding century. “I live poorly,” 
he wrote. “Most of my diet consists of 
boiled corn, hasty-pudding, ete. I lodge 
on a bundle of straw, my labor is hard 
and extremely difficult, and I have little 
appearance of success, to comfort me.” 
His Indians suffered from the encroach- 
ments -of the whites, who edged them 
from their lands and hated Brainerd for 
preaching to those they were cheating. 
Nor. was it easy to master the Indian 
dialects, but at last unwearying prayer 
began to be answered. At first he felt 
barren in his preaching and for a half 
hour seemed to have nothing to say to 
his redskin audience. Then suddenly he 
found himself in a spirit of love and 
warmth and power. Was “persuaded 
the Lord touched their consciences,” for 
he had never. seen such attention raised 
in them before. “And when I came away 
from them, I spent the whole time, while 
I was riding to my lodgings, ... in 
prayer and praise to God.” 

Again he visits Indians, supposing that 
they had. planned on early hunting. “But 
beyond my expectation and hope, they 
desired to hear me preach again.” He 
gladly complied, answering their objec- 
tions against Christianity. 

Now he is lost at night near the Dela- 
ware River, wandering over rocks and 
mountains, through swamps and down 
dangerous steeps. Few stars could be 
seen, and he was. “pinched with cold,” 

(Continued on page 472) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. JUNE 5. JESUS SENTENCED TO DEATH 


Matthew 27:19-26; Mark 14:53 to 15:15; Luke 23:4-12; John 18:13, 14, 19-24, 28-40; 19:1-16, 
printed text, John 19:1-16 


Golden Text.—Christ . . . when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not.—1 Pet. 2:21, 23 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


John 19:1 Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. 

2 And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his 
head, and they put on him a purple robe, 

3 And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with 


their hands. 
4 Pilate therefore went forth again, 


no fault in him. 


5 Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and 
And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! 
6 When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they 
cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto 
them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him. 
7 The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he 
ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. 
8 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more 


the purple robe. 


afraid; 


9 And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, 
Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. 
Speakest thou not unto me? 


10 Then saith Pilate unto him, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
UDGED from any righteous stand- 
J ards, the trial of the Lord Jesus 
Christ was absolutely illegal and 
His condemnation contrary to the evi- 
dence submitted. It was unlawful, ac- 
cording to Jewish law, to try any man 
during the hours between sunset and 
sunrise. Every prisoner or accused per- 
son should be granted the right of proper 
representation, but there was no one to 
plead for Jesus. All who are put on 
trial are presumed to be innocent until 
proved guilty, and the law is for the 
very purpose of protecting the rights of 
those who are arraigned in court. But 
in the case of our Saviour all these prin- 
ciples were forgotten or ignored and 
the only evidence brought -against Him 
was that of witnesses whose testimony 
was manifestly false. Both Pilate and 
Herod could find no fault in Him; yet 
in’ response to the vengeful demand of 
the religious leaders in Israel, He was 
sentenced to the most shameful of all 
deaths, that of crucifixion on the cross. 
So far as the fiendish plot to destroy 
Him was concerned, He need not have 
died. But He had come to earth for that 
very reason — therefore He made no at- 
tempt to defend Himself, but “committed 
himself to him that judgeth righteously” 
(1 Pet. 2:23). And while God holds 
man responsible for the rejection and 
crucifixion of His Son, He permitted the 
treatment to be meted out to Him in 
order that on the cross He might offer 
Himself as a sacrifice for our sins. 
Isaiah foretold, long centuries before, 


and saith unto them, 
Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find 


knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have 


Ceesar’s friend: 
against Czesar. 


power to release thee? 
11 Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against 
me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that 
delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. 
12 And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the 
Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not 
whosoever meketh himself a king 


speaketh 


13 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesys 


forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that js 
called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 

14 And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the 
sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! 

15 But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify 
him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The 
chief priests answered, We have no king but Cesar. 

16 Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified, 


And they took Jesus, and led him away. 


b bf 7 % 


that He would be led as a lamb to the 
slaughter and as a sheep is dumb before 
its shearers, so He would not even open 
His mouth to refute the charges brought 
against Him (Isa. 53:7). These words 
were fulfilled to the letter as He stood 
before the tribunals of Caiaphas, Pilate, 
and Herod. 


The Historical Setting 

The trial of Jesus was fourfold. He 
was first arraigned before the Jewish 
Sanhedrin, presided over by Caiaphas, 
the high priest. Unrighteously con- 
demned by that group, He was taken be- 
fore Pilate, who, after hearing His ac- 
cusers, realized that it was “for envy they 
had delivered him” up; so sought to re- 
lease Him. Failing to placate His ac- 
cusers, he sent Him to Herod when he 
learned that Jesus was accounted a Gali- 
lean. Herod returned Him to Pilate with 
no charge against Him. At the seeond 
session Pilate weakened and, against his 
own better judgment, sentenced Him to 
death by crucifixion in order to placate 
the Jews, whose spite he feared if he 
acted contrary to their wishes. 


Verse by Verse 

John 19:1.—‘Pilate . 
and scourged him.” 
a most cruel and painful experience. 
Jesus had done nothing to deserve it, 
and Pilate knew it — but he caused Jesus 
to submit to it after the chief priests had 
demanded His crucifixion. 

Verse 2—“A crown of thorns and... 
a purple robe.” Arrayed in this mock 
regalia, the brutal soldiers made sport 
of what they considered His kingly pre- 
tensions. 

Verse 3—“Hail, King of the Jews!” 


took Jesus, 


-man authority. 


a prophetic exclamation 


This flogging was | 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


Bowing down before Him in pretended 
homage, they added insult to injury by 
smiting Him with their open hands. 
Their scorn and hatred of the Jews as 
a people doubtless led to greater ex- 
cesses than might have been expected 
as they caught the idea that here was 
a Jew who had endeavored to make Him. 
self King. 

Verse 4.—“Pilate . . . saith unto them 
... TI find no fault in him.” Everything 
that was right and honorable, therefore, 
cried out for His release; but Pilate was 
a coward who did not dare stand against 
the .will of the leaders in Israel, lest 
they complain of him to Cesar as one 
who had refused to deal summarily with 
one who had conspired against the Ro- 
Therefore, though he 
knew in his heart that Jesus was inno- 
cent of the charges brought against Him, 
he weakly fell in with the demands of 
these vindictive priests and_ sacrificed 
Jesus to save himself from what he 
feared might be future disgrace. 

Verse 5.—“Behold the man!” As Jesus 
left the judgment hall, wearing the 
thorny crown, Pilate unwittingly uttered 
(Zech. 6:12) 
thus directing the attention of all to the 
Man of God’s appointment, who was 
about to die in the sinner’s stead. 

Verse 6—“Crucify him.” Such was the 
cry of those who should have been the 
first to protect the innocent. Evén 
though Pilate a second time declared he 
found no fault in Jesus, these malignant, 
religious. zealots insisted that He be put 
to death. 

Verse 7.—“He ought to die, because he 
made himself the Son of God.” They 
knew well what was involved in His 
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claims, which they spurned as blasphe- 
mous and therefore worthy of death. He 
is in very truth the Son of God, as His 
resurrection was soon to prove (Rom. 

1:4). 

Verse 8.—“When Pilate .. . heard that 
_. . he was the more afraid.” This 
charge, that Jesus declared Himself to 
be the Son of God, was new to the pro- 
curator, and filled him with apprehen- 
sion. What if such a claim was true; 
how then would he stand with One 
higher than Cesar? He decided to in- 
terrogate Jesus again, and this time par- 
ticularly on this point before he gave 
final sentence. 

Verse 9.—“Whence art thou?” Going 
again into the judgment hall, Pilate had 
the accused prisoner before him once 
more and inquired particularly as to 
who He really was. “But Jesus gave 
him no answer.” He knew well the 
heart of Pilate, and that he was not 
prepared to act upon truth even if it 
were revealed to him. 

Verse 10.—“Knowest thou not that I 
have power to crucify thee, and have 
power to release thee?” As the repre- 
sentative of imperial Rome the pro- 
curator had authority to condemn or to 
acquit, but he little realized how power- 
less he was in the present instance. 

Verse 11.—“Thou couldest have no 
power at all against me, except it were 
given thee from above.” It was only 
because of the divine counsels about to 
be fulfilled in the work of the cross that 
Pilate had any authority at all in this 
case. Judas was guiltier than he, and 
the high priest, who had delivered Jesus 
to the Roman court for trial, was more 
responsible in this case than Pilate him- 
self. 

Verse 12.—‘Whosoever maketh him- 
self a king speaketh against Cesar.” 
Jesus was charged: with insurrection be- 
cause He had declared Himself to be a 
king. He was rejected by the Jews in 
that specific character. 


Verse 13—“When Pilate therefore 
heard that saying,” that is, had heard 
the intimation that Jesus was a 
fomenter of rebellion against the em- 
peror, he “sat down in the judgment 
seat”. to examine the prisoner, and to 
hear the witnesses. 


Verse 14.—“Behold your King!” After 
some little time the governor presented 
the Lord Jesus Christ to the throng 
crowding the entrance to the judgment 
hall, tauntingly calling their attention 
to"Him as their King. 

Verse 15—“We have no king but 
Cesar.” In a frenzy of hatred and in- 
dignation the multitude cried, “Away 
with him, crucify him,” and protested 
their loyalty to Cwsar. Thus they re- 

to acknowledge God's anointed, 
preferring an earthly potentate in His 
Place. How they have suffered under 
the Cesars and other rulers of the king- 
doms of this world ever since! 
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Last Week's Lesson 
9. May 29.—(22) Watching and Pray- 
ing in Gethsemane. 
Mark 14:32-52; Luke 22:39-54 


Next Week's Lesson 





11. June 12.—(24) Jesus’ Death and 
Burial. Matthew 27:57-61; Mark 
15:15-47; Luke 23:26-47; 24:1-6; 

John 19:23-37 

—— 





Verse 16—“Then delivered he him 
therefore unto them to be crucified.” 
Though convinced of the innocence of 
Jesus, the crafty Pilate, fearful that he 
might be charged with disloyalty if he 
released Jesus, gave sentence that He 
should die by crucifixion, and so they 
led Him away to Calvary. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Pilate’s choice was that which all men 
are called to make to whom the story of 
Jesus is told. They must decide whether 
to follow the multitude in the rejection 
of Christ, or whether they will own His 
claims and accept Him as Saviour and 
Lord. As to this there can be no neu- 
trality. We are either for Jesus or 
against Him. We either spurn His grace 
or trust His love. There is no third 
choice. 


Lesson Outline 


. A mockery of justice (John 19:1-3) 
. Pilate’s declaration (vs. 4-6) 

. The charge of blasphemy (vs. 7-9) 
Imperial authority (v. 10) 

. Divine authority (v. 11) 

The governor’s dilemma (vs. 12-15) 

. Jesus condemned to die (v. 16) 


NOushwne 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Condemned to die without a fair trial, 
the Lord Jesus willingly went out to 
Calvary, there io suffer, “the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God.” If there had been no cross, there 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HY did Pilate scourge Jesus after de- 
claring Him innocent? 
2. What unintended significance is in 
the crown of thorns? 

3. What was Pilate’s intention in bring- 
ing Jesus before the crowd in His pitiable 
condition? 

4. In what duel are the words -of Pilate 
in verse 6 thrust? and who won? 

5. On what count was Jesus condemned 
(1) in the Jewish court, (2) in the Roman 
court? 

6. What effect did the religious accusa- 
tion have in the Roman court? 

7. What was so incongruous in Pilate’s 
talk about power? (v. 10.) 

8. How did the Jews finally bend Pilate 
to their will? 

9. What triumph did Pilate have over the 
Jews? 

10. What were the topics of Pilate’s two 
questionings of Jesus? 


(Answers on page 472) 
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would have been no salvation for sin- 


ners. So He took our iniquities upon 
Himself and bore the penalty our sins 
deserved. Through His finished work 
there is justification and cleansing for 
whosoever will come to Him and believe 
in His name. 


Jesus a King. From the beginning of 
His ministry the Lord Jesus Christ had 
declared the Kingdom of God as at hand 
and had pressed upon Israel the impor- 
tance of entering that Kingdom by new 
birth. But they were expecting a Mes- 
siah who should lead an insurrection 
against the Roman Government and free 
their nation, whereas Jesus preached a 
Kingdom of righteousness. They re- 
jected Him specifically as one who de- 
clared Himself to be God’s King. 


Summaries and Applications 


Pilate lest his soul as a result of his 
cowardice. He knew Jesus was innocent 
of the charges brought against Him, but 
he feared the people and was afraid he 
would be accused before Cesar of free- 
ing an enemy of the imperial power. 
‘We are told, “The fear of man bringeth 
a snare.” Let us be careful lest we 
prove false to the truth we know because 
of what its enemies may say of us. 

The rejected King now sits exalted at 
God the Father’s right hand, waiting for 
the hour when His Kingdom will be es- 
tablished in power and glory over all the 
earth. 

While the King is absent, God is call- 
ing upon men to own His authority and 
to recognize Him as Lord of their lives. 
Have we thus acknowledged Him? 

Only threugh the death of Christ could 
the sin question be settled. Now, on the 
basis of His finished work, God offers a 
full and free salvation to all who will 
believe in the Lord Jesus, 


Winona LAKE, IND. 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gracious 
Father, so prepare our hearts that we 
may view our Saviour with reverent 
awe and loving adoration as He is pre- 
sented to us in Thy Word today. As we 
see Him cruelly scourged and shame- 
fully mocked, may we feel that we are 
on holy ground and be reverent. And 
as we remember it was for us He bore 
it all, may we be humbly and deeply 
grateful. Help us ever to remember 
that sin, our sin, put Christ on the cross, 
and thus may sin lose its lure for us, 
and temptation its power. May that 
beauty of holiness that flowered to per- 
fection in our Lord be our delight. and 
our aim. Through Him may we be 
strong to do right and fruitful in every 
Christian grace. Where sin enslaves 
men, may Thy Gospel liberate them. 
Where people suffer, may Thy mercy 
come to them. Bless all true wiincsses 
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to Christ, and make us of their number. 
Pardon our sins, Lord, and set our af- 
fections on Thyself and on things above. 
Hear us, we pray, and bring in Thy glo- 
rious Kingdom, for the sake of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Years ago a de- 
partment store in Chicago showed an ex- 
hibit of life-sized figures representing 
Christ before Pilate. There was Pilate 
himself, and on either side were hostile 
Jews clamoring for the death of Christ. 
In the center stood the lonely figure of 





HE — MUCH FOR ME, 
DO I DEAR OUGHT HIM? 











the Saviour; hands bound, blood on his 
shoulders from the scourging, and a 
crown of thorns on His head. Among 
those who saw the exhibit was a Chris- 
tian minister. After gazing at it intently 
for a time, the minister turned-to a man 
near by and asked him, “My friend, 
what is He to you—the Man with the 
crown of thorns?” 

Today we have looked at the picture 
John gives us of Christ before Pilate, and 
I put to you the question of that min- 
ister, “What is He to you—the man 
with the crown of thorns?” Some see 
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in Him only a great figure of history. 
Some see only a great teacher who died 
for declaring the truth. But to others 
He is more than these. The man to 
whom the minister put the question, 
“What is He to you?” did not answer it, 
but turned the question back upon the 
preacher, and asked, “What is He to 
you?” And the Christian man feelingly 
replied: 
“Bearing shame and scoffing rude, 

In my place condemned He stood; 
Sealed my pardon with His blood; 
Hallelujah ! what a Saviour !” 

Is He that to you? —the Saviour who 
took your place and bore what your sin 
deserves? Or have you been passing 
Him by? He deserves better than that 
of us. May we all say from our heart, 
“Love so amazing, so divine, shall have 
my soul, my life, my all.” 
Vancouver, B. C., Can. 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 


subscription, accounting, business, circu- 


lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


Chucifierdy !! 
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The Busy Men's Comer 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and 
scourged him” (John 19:1).—When? 
After he had given the Jews their choice 
between the King of the Jews and 
Barabbas, the robber (John 18:39, 40). 

When I was a mere boy, I saw a man 
who was tied to a tree being given a 
severe horsewhipping. I was too young 
to understand whether it was being done 
by representatives of the law, or by out. 
raged citizens, but I have never been 
able to erase the scene from the canvas 
of my mind. 

When I was some years older I visited 
a convict ship—a ship used to trans- 
port convicts to islands to which they 
had been sentenced. While the guide 
was conducting us around, he came to a 
post, stopped, and said, “This is where 
incorrigible convicts were tied and 
scourged.” Then he showed us the cat- 
o’-nine-tails which was used. I listened 
while he related the gruesome details of 
the method of scourging—and have 
never been able to forget that incident, 

Now when I read of the scourging of 
Jesus, I have no difficulty picturing that 
scene—the heartless Roman _ soldiers 
plowing furrows in His bare back with 
their instruments of cruelty (Psa. 129:3), 


“And the soldiers platted a crown of 
thorns, and put it on his head” (v, 2).— 
“Thorns also and thistles shall it bring 
forth to thee,” said the Lord to Adam 
about the earth, after Adam had sinned 
(Gen. 3:18). Nowhere, at least in my 
travels, have thorns been more in evi- 
dence than in Palestine. In my mind's 
eye I can see the soldiers selecting the 
longest and sharpest thorns possible to 
plait a crown for the Saviour’s brow. 
With what impish glee would they press 
those cruel thorns into the Lord’s tender 
and sensitive skin! I purchased a mini- 
ature souvenir crown of thorns in the Holy 
Land, not because I needed something to 
remind me of that crowning, but to 
show to my friends as I assured them, “I 
love Thee for wearing the thorns on 
Thy brow !” 

“And said, Hail, King . . . and they 
smote him with their hands” (v. 3).— 
What a.mercy that these: hardened sol- 
diers were shortly after this convicted 
and converted! (I take it that the ex- 
pression in Matthew 27:54, “and they 
that were with him,” refers to these sol- 
diers who were with the centurion. They 
heartily acknowledged Jesus as the Son 
of God. It was not mere mental assent, 
but a deep conviction.) 

And all who so believe are born of 
God (1 John 5:1). Had they not been 
saved, it would have been a remorse in 
a lost eternity that they had actually 
handled the Christ of God and mocked 
Him with their lips and smote Him with 
their hands! If the Lord could save 
them, He can save anyone (Isa. 1:18). 


“I find no fault in him” (v. 4).—Over 
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and over again Pilate acknowledges the 
faultlessness of the Son of God. The 
Passover lamb, to be acceptable, must 
be “without blemish” (Exod. 12:5). 
“Christ our passover is sacrificed for us” 
(1 Cor. 5:7), after He has been declared 
faultless by Pilate who tried Him. (See 
also 1 Pet. 1:18, 19.) 

“Behold the man!” (v. 5.)—Pilate may 
have been trying to arouse the sym- 
pathies of the mob by displaying the 
scourged, bleeding, thorn - crowned, 
beaten, and purple-clothed Sufferer; but 
it had the- very opposite effect — the 
murderous mob cried, “Crucify, 
crucify !” 

Pilate knew men, but in all his career 
had never met one like this one. It 
seems to us that Pilate was saying some- 
thing like this: “There are men and 
men, but this one is altogether different. 
He is unique, He is perfect, look at Him 
—consider Him!” But whether Pilate 
meant to say all that or not, it is what 
Heaven is bidding us do, “Behold the 
man!” He is all that God desired in 
man. He is the chief among myriads 
—the altogether lovely one! It is not 
sympathy that is solicited now, but faith 
and love. 


“He ought to die, because he made 
himself the Son of God” (v. 7).—The 
Jews had a law which said, “And he 


that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, 
he shall surely be put to death” (Lev. 
24:16); and they charged the Lord with 
blasphemy when He was telling the 
truth. He is the Son of God, and God 
the Son. He proved it by word and work. 
It is striking that when Pilate said, “Be- 
hold the man!” they charged Him with 
making “himself the Son of God.” In 
Him, we have very man and very God. 
When Pilate heard of His deity, he was 
“the more afraid.” He had been afraid 
all along, but now that fear was intensi- 
fied. Was it possible that this man 
possessed essential deity? Was that 
what made Him unique? Pilate inquired, 
“Whence art thou?” But Jesus gave him 
no answer. He had been over that with 
Pilate before (John 18:36, 37). How 
comparatively few today realize that the 


man Christ Jesus is “over all, God 
blessed for ever’! (Rom. 9:5.) 
“Behold your King!” (v. 14.)—This 


faultless man is “King of the Jews.” 
They did not own Him as such, but 
Pilate seemed convinced of it, for he 
wrote it over the Saviour’s head on the 
cross and refused to change it (John 19: 
19-22). He is also “King of glory” (Psa. 
2%); and “King of kings” (Rev. 19:16). 
Truly blest is the person who, with the 
spirit and with the understanding says 
to Him, “King of my life, I-crown Thee 
now !” 


“Then delivered he him therefore unto 
them to be crucified” (v. 16).—Pilate 
found Him faultless, presented Him as 
“the man,” heard of his deity and King- 
ship yet delivered Him up to be crucified. 

t a travesty on justice from the hu- 
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man side! But from the Godward side: 
“For of a truth against thy holy child 
{or servant] Jesus ... both Herod, and 
Pontius Pilate, . . . were gathered to- 
gether, for to do whatsoever thy hand 
and thy counsel determined before to be 
done” (Acts 4:27, 28). 

There is much discussion in the world 
today as to divine sovereignty and hu- 
man responsibility. Here is an outstand- 
ing case where both meet. Pilate boasted 
that he had authority to release Christ, 
therefore being satisfied that the Saviour 
was without fault, he should have ex- 
erted that authority, but he would not 
do it. He is responsible for his act. 


Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Pontius Pilate, governor 

of Judea, is the outstanding example 
of all time of a man misusing a rare op- 
portunity. It was rare because in his 
position of authority he held the life of 
the Lord Jesus Christ in his hands, and 
instead of refusing to crucify Jesus he 
washed his hands, as though that would 
relieve him of the responsibility. It was 
rare because, of all the judges in the 
world in all the centuries, he is the one 
who had the privilegé of pronouncing 
sentence for life or death upon the Son 
of God. It was rare because from the 
moment of his decision against Jesus his 
course was downward, his power dwin- 
dled, and history tells us he ended in a 
suicide’s grave. Sentencing Jesus to 
death led to sentencing himself to death. 
He who turns down Jesus seals his own 
doom. He who refuses the life of the 
Saviour closes the door to himself for 
eternal life. 

Pilate’s tragic decision was deliberate. 
He was not rushed into what he did. He 
held the murderous mob at bay and gave 
himself plenty of time to reason. Three 
times he went into the judgment hall, 
then out again before them. The blood- 
thirsty accusers would not go into the 
judgment hall “lest they should be de- 
filed; but that they might eat the pass- 
over” (John 18:28). Think of it — “lest 
they should be defiled”! Twice during 
the uproar he interviewed Jesus in the 
judgment hall, also had him scourged 
while the soldiers crowned Him with 
thorns and mocked Him, crying, “Hail, 
King of the Jews!” Twice, Pilate told 
the mob, “I find no fault in him.” He 
knew perfectly well that Jesus was inno- 
cent; he really wanted to release Him. 
But Pilate was a cbward. He feared for 
his political future if the enraged Jews 
should complain of him to Cesar; so 
he permitted a cruel injustice, rather 
than risk inconvenience to himself, 
“Then delivered he him therefore unto 
them to be crucified. And they took 
Jesus, and led him away.” 

Fellows, it would seem impossible that 
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this cruel treatment of Jesus Christ could 
happen more than once; indeed, it seems 
almost incredible that it could happen 
at all. But the fact is that in a real 
sense it has continued to happen down 
through the ages, and even now it hap- 
pens every day. Every individual life 
is a “judgment hall” where Jesus is on 
trial; and there He is either received or 
rejected. If you are that individual 
you must accept Him as truly the Son of 
God and your Saviour, or “turn Him 
down” as Pilate did. 7 

If you turn Him down you are deliv- 
ering Him over to His accusers to be 
crucified. God’s Word says, “Fer it is 
impossible for those who were once en- 
lightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift .. . and have tasted the 
good word of God ... if they shall fall 
away ... they crucify to themselves the 
Son of God afresh, and pu‘ him te an 
open shame” (Heb. 6:4-6). The evidence 
is before you. God’s infallible Word 
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gives it to you, and the Holy Spirit 
clearly teaches your own heart that it is 
absolutely true. Like Pilate, in making 
your decision you are deliberate; you 
have time to think; you are not rushed. 
Conviction prompts you to receive Him; 
even your intelligence makes you know 
you cannot live without Him. 

Is there any supposed self-interest that 
could make you commit the folly of re- 
jecting Him? Or do you fear what peo- 
ple might think if you should confess 
yourself a poor lost sinner, needing a 
Saviour? 

If you have not already decided to ac- 
cept Him as your Saviour, lose no more 
time, but take Him now. 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


JESUS ON TRIAL 

TRIAL is supposed to determine 

whether or not a man is guilty. If 
he is declared innocent at the trial, what 
is done with him? (He is liberated.) 
As we read of the trial of the Lord Jesus 
this morning you will see nothing but 
rank injustice and cruelty from first to 
last. 

The men who came to arrest Christ 
bound Him and passed Him back and 
forth bound to the various rulers who 
were supposed to pass on His case. This 
was entirely unnecessary, as Christ never 
mede the slightest attempt to escape. 
When they came after Him He said, 
“Whom seek ye?” When they said, 
“Jesus of Nazareth,” He answered, “I 
am he.” They went backward and fell 
to the ground because of His majesty. 
But He did not leave, He quietly waited 
for them to arrest Him. He forbade His 
disciples to use their swords in His de- 
fense. When Peter cut off the ear of one 
of them (probably aiming for his head), 
the Lord Jesus touched his ear and 
healed him instantly. Yet they bound 
Him. 

Did they bind Thee in that garden, 

Coming there with staves and swords? 


Bind the mighty God incarnate 
With a rope of hempen cords? 


Cords, indeed, my Saviour, bound Thee, 
Strong, unbreakable, divine; 

Twined were they in long past ages 
Out of love for souls like mine. 

Where was the Lord Jesus taken first 
after His arrest in Gethsemane? (John 
18:13.) Then Annas sent him bound to 
Caiaphas in the middle of the night. 
The enemies of Christ were so eager to 
condemn Him that they could not wait 
until morning for a trial. Read Mark 
14: 53-55. 

My brother took some of his civics 
students to a trial this week. The trial 
was delayed because they said some 
called as jurors were prejudiced. The 
trial could not proceed until they pro- 
cured unprejudiced jurors. What do you 
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think about the fair-mindedness of the 
chief priests and the council at the trial 
of Christ? 

Then false witnesses appeared on the 
scene. How was their witness proved 
undependable? (v. 59.) Did the Lord 
argue with the false witnesses? In what 
way is this an example to us? Read the 
question Caiaphas asked the Lord in 
verse 61. See how simply and clearly 
Christ answered. Immediately Caiaphas 
called that blasphemy without ‘even 
considering whether it was true or not. 
Then they all condemned Him to be 
worthy of death. What happened next? 
(v. 65.) Those men deserved to be 
struck dead immediately, but our blessed 
Lord patiently endured it all. 

In the morning Christ had to appear 
before the Sanhedrin ‘again to be offi- 
cially condemned. Then they delivered 
Him bound to Pilate. Before Pilate the 
Lord Jesus again maintained silence 
when false accusations were made. He 
spoke only when Pilate, like Caiaphas, 
asked Him who He was. Pilate was 
convinced of the innocence of Jesus. He 
said more than once, “I find in him 
no fault at all.” 
could not prove anything against Him, 
they persuaded the mob to shout “Cru- 
cify him,” in order to intimidate Pilate 
into signing a death warrant which he 
knew was absolutely unjust. 

Pilate sent Christ to Herod. He did 
not want to condemn Him because he 
was assured of His innocence. He was 
afraid to set Him free because that would 
anger the Jewish leaders so much. By 
sending Him to Herod, Pilate hoped to 
shift the responsibility. Why did the 
Lord Jesus not perform miracles in front 
of Herod? His enemies again vehemently 
accused Him, and again He was per- 
fectly silent. 

Read, in Luke 23:11, how Herod and 
his soldiers treated the Lord. A man 
is supposed to be considered innocent 
until he is proved guilty. Neither Pilate 
nor Herod found Him guilty of any- 
thing. What an awful way to treat an 
innocent man! And this Man was the 
Lord of glory! 

Herod sent Christ back to Pilate, and 
once more Pilate tried to release Him. 
What did he do to show the Jews pub- 
licly that he did not want to be responsi- 
ble for the death of Christ? (Matt. 27: 
24.) Now turn to Luke 23:24. What 
a strange sentence for a judge to pro- 
nounce! It is as if he said, “Christ does 
not deserve to die, but since you insist 
upon it, I will allow it.” 

Now see how Pilate’s soldiers treated 
the Lord Jesus. The servants of Caia- 
phas and the soldiers of both Herod 
and Pilate all mocked Him, struck Him, 
and spit upon Him, And then Pilate’s 
soldiers even made Him a crown of 
thorns. If we heard of any innocent 
man treated in such a way, how our 
blood would boil! But this was not only 
an innocent man, He was the creator 
and upholder of all things. He was not 
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a helpless victim, powerless in the hands 
of his captors. He could have annihilated 
every one of them in a moment of time. 
Why did He not? Why did He endure 
it all? Let Hebrews 12:2 answer, “Who 
for the joy that was set before him 
endured.” What joy was that? The joy 
of doing His Father’s will, which He 
knew was to save us even at such a cost, 

“Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God” (1 Pet. 3:18). 

“Christ also suffered for us, leaving 
us an example, that ye should follow 
his’ steps: who did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth: who, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again; when 
he suffered, he threatened not” (1 Pet, 
2: 21-23). 

You and I will never suffer as did 
our blessed Saviour. But when we are 
unjustly treated let us remember Him 
and ask for grace to follow His glorious 
example of silence in the face of false 
accusation, patience under cruel and un- 
ust treatment, and courage to go through 
whatever we may be called upon to 
endure. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1949 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from 


Times for 15 cents a cong. $1 is paid for each 


illustration accepted, an for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson. and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” - Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
present paper shortage, readers are asked to 
limit the total submitted on each lesson . to 
four illustrations. 

It Was He Who Taught Me.—Christ 
... . when he was reviled, reviled not 
again; when he suffered, he threatened 
not (1 Pet. 2:21, 23, Golden Text). John 
Selwyn, who became the Bishop of the 
South Pacific; was renowned for his 
great physical strength and for his box- 
ing skill in his university days. On a 
certain occasion he had to utter grave 
words of rebuke and warning to a pro- 
fessed convert. The man, removed from 
savagery only by a generation or two, 
struck the Bishop a violent blow on the 
face with his clenched fist. All Selwyn 
did in return was to fold his arms and 
look into his face. With his powerful 
arm and massive fist he could have easily 
knocked him down, but instead he 
waited calmly for another blow. It was 
too much for his assailant; he was 
ashamed and fled into the jungle. Years 
afterward the Bishop came home seri- 
ously ill. One day the man who had 
struck him came to his successor to con- 
fess Christ in baptism. Convinced of 
the genuineness of his conversion, he 
was asked what new name he desired to 
take as a Christian. “Call, me John 
Selwyn,” he replied, “for it was he who 
taught me what Jesus Christ is like.”— 
From the Southport Methodist, Sent by 
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J. A. Clark; Southport, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


“] Can Never Forget It.”—And the sol- 
diers platted a crown of therns, and put 
it on his head (John 19:2). A well- 
educated young Japanese soldier brought 
to a mission station a thorny briar, and 
said to the missionary: “I once saw the 
picture of a head crowned with thorns 
like this, and I can never forget it. 
Whenever I have things to bear in the 
barracks, the thought of this picture 
helps me. Can you tell me about it? 
Has it anything to do with your re- 
ligion?” A Bible was given him, and he 
soon became a joyous disciple of Christ. 
—From an old clipping, probably from 
the Herald and Presbyter. Sent by B. 
M. Dobbin, Tingley, Iowa. 


“will They Ever Be Ashamed?”—And 
said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they 
smote him with their hands (John 19:3). 
A Sunday school teacher, who teaches 
little boys of five and six, told the fol- 
lowing incident: She was teaching the 
lesson on the trial of Jesus, and one lit- 
tle boy, a very quiet, serious little fel- 
low, with more than average wisdom, 
said, “Oh, please, Teacher, surely those 
bad men didn’t hit Jesus!” On being 
told that God’s Word records that they 
did, the little boy asked, “But won’t they 
have to meet Him some day? You 
taught us that lesson; I remember it.” 
The teacher said, “Yes, they surely will 
have to face the Lord Jesus at the judg- 
ment.” “Then,” said the little boy, “will 
they ever be ashamed and sorry when 
Jesus looks them in the face! Boy, 
won't they feel awful !”—As I heard it 
told at a teacher’s meeting. Sent by 
Mrs, J. Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. 


Our First Need.—I find no fault in him 
(John 19:4). At the close of a religious 
service, a gentleman approached Dr. D. 
M. Stearns with a criticism. “I don’t 
like your way of preaching,” he said, 
“I do not care for all this talk about 
Christ dying for the lost. Instead of 
preaching the death of Christ on the 
cross, it’s better to be up-to-date. 
Preach Jesus, the Teacher and Example.” 
“Would you then be willing to follow 
Him, if I preach Christ as the great ex- 
ample?” asked Dr. Stearns. “I would,” 
said the gentleman, “I will follow in His 
steps.” “Then,” said Dr. Stearns, “let 
us take the first step: ‘Who did no sin,’ 
we read in 1 Peter 2:22. Can you take 
this step?” The critic seemed confused. 
“No,” he said, “I do sin, I must admit.” 
“Well, then,” said Dr. Stearns, “your first 
need of Christ is not as an Example, but 
as a Saviour."—From “Happy Greetings, 
1949.” Sent by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


You Can Trust Him !—Then came Jesus 
forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and 


the purple robe. And Pilate saith. unto 
them, Behold the man! (John 19:5.) 
My grandfather was a boy when the 
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great revival of 1859 swept Northern 
Ireland. He was converted then, and 
he had such lovely stories to tell of 
those days, that as a child I loved to 
hear him tell them. Many of these 
stories have stayed with me, and blessed 
my life through the years. One was of 
a man who was most wicked; everybody 
knew of him, and he was held up as the 
worst man in the town. After he ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus, people flocked 
to hear him give his testimony, and one 
thing he would say impressed so many. 
“It’s myself that well knows how He 
can save; aye, and keep, a poor wicked 
sinner, and I’m asking you every one, 
How can ye resist Him? If you want to 
know the greatest joy this side of 
Heaven, then listen to me, ‘Behold the 
man! and from the minute you trust 
Him until you die; and after that, He 
will be with you.”—Personal. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. 


For Me.—But Jesus gave him no an- 
swer (John 19:9). 
Why is He silent, when a word 
Would slay His accusers all? 
Why does He meekly bear their taunts, 
When angels wait His call? 
“He was made sin”; my sin He bore 
Upon the accursed tree; 
And sin hath no defense to make — 
His silence was for me. 
—From the Witness. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


How Much Do You Suffer for Him?— 
And they took Jesus, and led him away 
(John 19:16). He came walking up the 
aisle on little fat, }rown legs, with seri- 
ous determination in his eyes. I stopped 
speaking and the congregation was quiet 
as death. “You asked me what I would 
have done if I had been in the crowd 
when Jesus fell under the weight of His 
cross.” He looked earnestly up at me. 
“Please, sir, I would have helped carry 
it.” He was a Mexican lad eight years 
of age. His father was a miner and his 
mother was an outcast from decent so- 
ciety. I had been preaching on Simon 
of Cyrene; and when I asked the audi- 
ence to determine in their own hearts 
their reaction to that scene, little Pedro 
moved toward me... .I lifted my arm 
and cried: “Yes, and if you had helped 
Him to carry His cross, the cruel Roman 
soldiers would have beaten down across 
your back with their whips until the 
blood ran down to your heels!”... . He 
never flinched. Meeting my look with 
one of cool courage, he gritted through 
clenched teeth: “I don’t care. I would 
have helped Him carry it just the same.” 
Two weeks later, at the close of the 
service in the same building, I stood 
at the door, greeting people as they left. 
When Pedro came by, I patted him af- 
fectionately on the back. He shrank 
from me with a little cry. “Don’t do 
that. My back is sore.” I stood in as- 
tonishment. ‘I had barely touched his 
shoulders. I took him into the cloak 
room and stripped his shirt from his 
body. Crisscrossed from his neck to his 
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waist were ugly, bloody welts. “Who 
did that?” I cried in anger. “Mother 
did it. She whipped me because I came 
to church.”"—From Harold Dye, in the 
Teacher, S.B.C. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Peter Fails His Best Friend 
(Mark 14: 53, 54, 66-72) 


F YOU live in the country, you may 

hear the roosters crow every morn- 
ing. What do they say? Cock-a-doodle- 
do. That is what some’folks think. But 
when I hear them, it seems they are 
saying, “Morning-is-here-ere-ere, morn- 
ing-is-here-ere-ere.” And I know a new 
day is coming. One early morning hour 
when Peter heard a rooster crow, it 
must have sounded to him like, “But- 
you-did-do-it; but-you-did-do-it.” 

Just the evening before, when the 
Lord had told His friends that they 
would all run away and leave Him, 
Peter had said, “Oh, no; even if all the 
rest do, I won’t” (Mark 14:29). Then the 
Lord, who knew beforehand what was 
going to happen, warned Peter, “This 
very night, before the rooster crows 
twice you will say three times that you 
don’t belong to me.” Peter spoke more 
strongly, “Even if I should die with You, 
I won’t deny You.” 

Then they walked on into Gethsemane. 
What did the friends do while the Lord 
prayed? (Slept.) What did they do 
when Judas and the soldiers took the 
Lord? (Left Him and fled.) “A friend 
loveth at all times,” says the wise man, 
Solomon (Prov. 17:17, Memory Verse). 
What kind of friends were Peter and the 
rest? 

But that was not the worst of it. John 
got back his courage and did follow the 
Lord as He was led to the high priest’s 
house, and Peter tagged way behind, far 
enough so nobody would think he was 
too interested. At the high priest’s house 
he warmed his hands around the fire 
with the servants, as anyone might do. 
He did want to know what was going 
to happen to the Lord Jesus. But he 
did not want anyone to know that he 
belonged to Him. Pretty soon a girl 
began to tease him, and Peter couldn’t 
take it. 

You Know the story, but let us read 
it again, and hear Peter’s awful lies. 
Who will read Peter’s words? You can 
make up what the exact words might 
be when they are not given. Of course, 
you must not do the cursing and swear- 
ing — just the lies. Who will be the two 
maids, and others who stood around, 
and read their words? 

Then when the cock crowed twice, 
Peter remembered what the Lord Jesus 
had told him. No wonder the rooster 
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seemed to ‘say, “But-you-did-do-it; but- 
you-did-do-it.”. That cock crow did not 
make Peter think a happy new day was 
coming; instead he began to cry bitter 
tears of grief to think what he had done 
to Jesus, His best friend. 

I feel sorry for Peter. I feel sorry 
for the Lord Jesus. He has so many 
of that kind of friends. Peter isn’t the 
only one to try to keep it a secret that 
he belongs to the Lord Jesus, and then 
lies to cover it up. Have you ever 
done it? 

“A friend loveth at all times.” What 
friend did the Lord Jesus have who did 
not leave Him in the Garden? (Review 
Memory Verse for the last lesson.) And 
the Lord Jesus is a friend who never 
leaves us. What kind of friend would 
you like to be to Him? Peter meant to 
be, too, and it is nice to know the Lord 
understood what Peter really meant, and 
the Lord forgave him and took him back 
(John 21). 

Years afterward Peter wrote a letter 
to Christians who might be tempted to 
keep it a secret that they belonged to 
Jesus. “Be ready always to give an an- 
swer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you” (1 
Pet. 3:15). “If any man suffer as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed” (4: 
16). I suppose he might have added, 
“I tried to cover up being a Christian 
with lies, and it didn’t work. I was 
much happier when I got a beating for 
telling about the Lord Jesus” (Acts 5). 

Shall we put a rooster on our Mem- 
ory Verse reminder? 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY we print the Memory Verse 
on a gray strip, “A friend loveth at 
all times.” 

Last week we talked a little about 
Peter and why he was afraid the night 
Jesus was betrayed and arrested. To- 
day we have a lesson about Peter. Go- 
ing on from last week’s lesson — Jesus 
and the disciples, except Judas, were in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, where the 
Lord was talking with His Heavenly 
Father, and beginning to bear the weight 
of all the sin of the world. He asked 
the disciples to watch while He prayed, 
but they went to sleep. Three times He 


left them, and ‘came back each time to. 


find them asleep. If they had known 
this was the last thing they could do 
for the Lord, I think they would have 
been wide awake. But they slept while 
Jesus prayed and sweat drops of blood 
for us and for them, 

Then Jesus told them to go on sleep- 
ing if they wanted to, but His betrayer 
was at hand. And while He was still 
talking, a mob with sticks and swords 
came crowding into the Garden, led by 
Judas. 
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When Jesus stood and waited for them, 
Judas came to Him, and said, “Master, 
master,” and kisscd Him, which was the 
sign he had given the mob. I know you 
are saying with me, “Oh, Judas, how 
could you, how could you betray the 
one that you had walked with and lived 
with, and found no evil in Him?” But 
the Bible tells us Judas was the son of 
perdition, and while he might have be- 
lieved with his head that Jesus was the 
Son of God, his heart was all wrong. 
We read that “the devils also believe, 
and tremble.” 

The mob started to take Jesus away, 
and then Peter came to life and got out 
his sword and cut off the ear of the high 
priest’s servant. Jesus told him to put 
away his sword, that He could call more 
than twelve legions of angels to pro- 
tect Himself, but He would not, for He 
must suffer and so fulfill prophecy. Then 
He healed the severed ear, and went 
with the mob. That was when Peter 
and all the other disciples ran away as 
fast as they could go, for fear they 
would be caught and arrested. 

But Peter followed afar off, where he 
could see where they took the Lord. He 
followed even into the palace of the 
high priest, where he sat by the fire and 
warmed himself. That was where he got 
into trouble. One of the maids looked 
at him and said, “You were one of the 
men with this Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Frightened, Peter told her he didn’t 
even know what she was talking about. 
He got out of there, and went out into 
the porch. But here a maid saw him and 
began to say to her friends, “There, that 
fellow is one of them.” He denied it 
again, and seems to have gone into the 
court where the high priest and the 
other Jews were questioning and abusing 
the Lord, and here somebody said to 
him, “Surely you are one of them; you 
are a Galilean, and your speech is dif- 
ferent from ours; it gives you away.” 

Then poor Peter began to curse and 
swear and said he didn’t even know 
Jesus of Nazareth. Just at that moment 
the cock crew, and the Lord Jesus Christ 
turned and looked at Peter. 

That look broke Peter’s heart. He 
went out and wept bitterly. He remem- 
bered how he had bragged that he would 
stand by the Lord even if all the world 
deserted Him, and he also remembered 
that Jesus had. told him he would deny 
Him three times before cock crowing 
in the morning. 

Peter wanted to be brave, but he was 
afraid, and he forgot to ask for bravery 
and courage in the only place you can 
be sure of receiving it, he forgot to ask 
God for it. He was depending on Peter. 

Have you ever done the same thing? 
I have. I’ve gone along feeling so sure 
of myself, probably doing the Lord’s 
work, but doing it my way, and suddenly, 
something has happ2ned. I’ve made a 
sad mess of the work. I forgot to ask 
the Father for wisdom and guidance. 
There’s a verse that just. fits us when we 
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get into this kind of trouble, in fact, it 
is one we need to help keep us out of 
trouble. Here it is, “Wherefore let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). Just when we 
feel as sure of being good as Peter did, 
that is the time when our old enemy 
Satan trips us and makes us fall ‘into 
sin. Take heed, look out, be on the 
watch, ask the Lord Jesus to keep you 
safe. 


FELTON, CALIF, 
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. s . 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 467) 
1. It was a sop to their madness, in the 
hope that it would satisfy them without 
the death sentence. 


2. It marks Jesus the King of sufferers, 
in whom all the sufferings: of the curse 
(Gen. 3:18) met. 


3. It was a gesture calculated to stir pity, 
and also to arouse Jewish reaction to the 
cruel mockery of the Roman soldiers. 


4. The duel between Pilate arid the Jew- 
ish leaders to force each other to assume 
responsibility. .They both lost. Pilate gave 
the order, and the Jews accepted the curse 
(Matt. 27:25). 

5. (1) Blasphemy (Mark 14:61-64); (2) 
treason (Luke 23:2-5). 

6. It stiffened Pilate’s resistance (v. 12) 
and almost defeated the Jewish leaders’ 
purpose. 

7. Although occupying a place of author- 
ity under Rome, he was being swayed by 
Jewish pressure, moral weakling that he 
was. 

8. By a veiled threat of impeachment (v. 
12). 

9. Hearing them acclaim Cesar as their 
only king, so disclaiming their “Messianic 
hopes. 

10. The kingship (18:33-37) of Jesus, and 
His divine sonship (19:7-9). 
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David Brainerd—Apostle to 
the Indians 
(Continued from page 465) 


but after some hours found a _ house, 
“through the abundant goodness of 
God,” and was kindly entertained. 

Revival broke out. When Brainerd 
was preaching on 1 John 4:19, “Herein 
is love,” of a sudden the Indians were 
in agony of soul to obtain Christ’s par- 
don. “The more I discoursed of the love 
and compassion of God in sending His 
Son to suffer for the sins of men; and 
the more I invited them to come and 
partake of His love, the more their dis- 
tress was aggravated, because they felt 
themselves unable to come. It was sur- 
prising to see how their hearts seemed 
to be pierced with the tender and melt- 
ing invitations of the Gospel, when there 
was not a word of terror spoken to 
them.” 

At times the power of God seemed to 
descend upon the assembly like a rush- 
ing, mighty wind and, with ,an aston- 
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ishing energy, bore down all before it. 
Brainerd stood amazed at the influence 
that seized the audience almost uni- 
versally and could compare it to nothing 
more aptly than the irresistible force 
and pressure of a torrent sweeping be- 
fore it all in its path. 

There was much praying and crying 
for mercy. Old men and women who 
had been drunken wretches for many 
years were broken down. It was in all 
parts of the house and even outside and 
numbers could not stand or move away. 
Their concern was so great for their 
own sins that they took no notice of 
those about them, but each prayed freely 
for himself. It was, Brainerd observed 
quaintly, like the great mourning of 
Hadadrimmon (Zech. 12:10-12) where 
each mourned apart. 

There was much of this repentant 
brokenness among his hearers during 
Brainerd’s ministry. It followed on his 
faithful intercession, his unwearied self- 
denials. “As poor, yet making many 
rich.” It is touching to read an entry 
in which he thanked God who had so 
bountifully provided that, in fifteen 
months, he had been able to bestow on 
charitable uses about a hundred pounds 
New England money — which I now re- 
member. 

Brainerd was in a way a spiritual son 
of the giant theologian, Jonathan Ed- 
wards, who wrote the preface to the 
Diary, and indeed Brainerd died in Ed- 
wards’ home at Northampton, Mass. 
Edwards speaks highly of his friend’s 
mental gifts and mentions the fact that 
his father bore the, to our ears, quaint 
name of Worshipful Hezekiah Brainerd. 
It was a good omen, for worship was 
of the essence of David’s life and Heze- 
kiah means “whom God hath estab- 
lished.” President Edwards’ Preface 
begins, “There are two ways of repre- 
senting and recommending true religion 
and virtue to the world; the one, by 
doctrine and precept,” in which Edwards 
excelled, as few in his time; “the other, 
by instance and example.” Who in his 
day was more excellent in this latter 
fashion than David Brainerd? 


we 


Children at Home 


Mother Martha's Stories— 
The Haunt 


By Anna A. Van Tine 


oo fairy magic, the falling snow was 
changing the wire fence about the 
garden to lovely white lace; there were 
mysterious snow-covered objects in the 
yard, which Frank and Dot called “sur- 
prise packages.” They knew the large 
one was Father’s wheelbarrow; the long 
flat one, Frank’s sled; and the square 
one, the box where Tommy Greycat 
lived in the summer, though in winter 
Tommy stayed in the barn loft. He came 
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down morning and evening, yawning 
and stretching, lapped the fresh, warm 
milk Frank poured into a little pan for 
him, then hurried back to his nest in 
the sweet hay and covered his pink nose 
with his paws for another nap. 

The north wind whistled outside and 
threw snow against the windows as if 
daring the children to come out and play, 
but they grew tired of watching the 
storm and turned to Mother at her sew- 
ing machine, “Tell us a story, please, 
Mother,” they begged. 

Mother Martha clipped the threads at 
the end of the neat seam, folded, and 
laid aside her work, then asked, “What 
shall I’ tell you this time?” 

“The haunt!” they replied. 
about the haunt!” 

Mother: Martha chuckled softly, and 
began: 

You children know there are no 
haunts; but after we had gone to live 
with Grandmother in Kentucky, one day 
I overheard Sam and Toby, two of 
Grandmother’s hired men, talking of “a 
haunt in the hollow beyond the creek.” 
I had never heard of a “haunt,” and I 
wondered what it could be: was it an 
animal? was it large? or was it small 
like the foxes which Father said lived 
in the woods and came up at night to 
take Grandmother’s chickens and little 
pigs? 

I knew from the way Sam and Toby 
talked that it was something of which 
they were afraid, so I became frightened 
also. When I played in the yard, I 
peeped cautiously under the bushes or 
around the corners of the log house. 

Once I heard a window shutter slam in 
the wind, and it sent me running into 
the kitchen where Grandmother was 
and where I felt perfectly safe. 

Grandmother had taught us that the 
Bible is God’s Holy Word. She read it 
to us each day, and we had learned many 
precious verses. She also taught us to 
pray. When she saw me so frightened 
that day in the kitchen she took me on 
her lap and taught me this verse: “What 
time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.” 
She told me that whenever I was afraid 
or in trouble, I should remember that 
Jesus wanted me to call to Him for help, 
and I promised to remember. 

Grandmother gave each of us little 
sisters daily chores to do. I was too 
small to do much, but she taught me to 
gather the eggs from the hens’ nests each 
evening. I carried them to her in a little 
brown willow basket. 

Some of the hens had queer ideas, and 
did not want to place their eggs in the 
nests Grandmother had made for them, 
but they hid out in the weeds and grass 
of the orchard; we were always search- 
ing for those nests. 

One day I heard a hen cackle, then 
with my bright little eyes I saw a black 
hen coming from under the corncrib. 
She had squeezed through a place be- 
tween two of the rocks, I said to myself: 


“Tell us 
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“I wonder if she has a nest under there, 
If I can see her eggs, then Grandmother 
can get them out.” So I got down on 
my knees and peeked into the opening 
Blackie had come through. Sure enough, 
there, quite close to the rocks, were her 
nice white eggs; but my little arm was 
too short to reach them. 

It was very dark under the corncrib. 
I was afraid, for I did not know what 
might be lurking in that darkness; then, 
as I looked, oh, what do you think I saw? 
—two great white eyes! They were so 
far apart that I knew they must belong 
to something quite large. They were 
looking at me, and I, was too frightened 
to move. There was no one near to 
whom I could call, and, in my great fear, 
I believed these were the eyes of the 


“haunt” of which Sam and Toby had. 


talked. 

Then I remembered the verse Grand- 
mother had taught me: “What time I 
am afraid, I will trust in thee.” I re- 
membered also that she had told us that 
Jesus loves us and wants us to pray to 
Him when in trouble, so, there on my 
knees, with all my heart I turned to Him 
and prayed, “O Jesus,” I cried, “I’m 
afraid! please help me.” 
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He did help me, for He gave me cour. 
age and strength to get up from my 
knees and run to Grandmother as fast 
as I could. I found her in the kiichen, 
and I cried out, “I've found Blackie’s 
nest, and I’ve seen a ‘haunt’!” 

Grandmother was gentle anc wise. She 
took me by the hand. “Come,” said she, 
“show me the ‘haunt.’” Enccurased by 
her bravery, I led her to the corncrib, 
Together we kneeled down and looked 
through Blackie’s little doorway at the 
eggs, and I showed her the terrible white 
eyes. She looked for a moment, then 
said gently, “Come with me.” 

Hand in hand we went around the 
crib, where she showed me two smal] 
holes between the rocks. “Martha,” she 
said, “go back to Blackie’s little door- 
way and look under the crib and see if 
the ‘haunt’ has gone.” I went and peeped 
cautiously under, and sure enough, the 
two big white eyes were gone.: I ran 
back to Grandmother shouting, “Oh, it’s 
gone, it’s gone!” She said quietly, “Your 
‘haunt’s’ eyes were these two holes be- 
tween the rocks. When I held my hands 
over them so that the light could not 
shine in, there were no eyes, and there 
is no such thing as.a ‘haunt’ !” 

I slipped my little hand into hers as 
we walked back to the kitchen, and she 
explained that “haunts” are things which 
frightened people imagine they see or 
hear. 

Dot came close to Mother Martha, and 
softly said, “I am glad your grandmother 
was so kind to you when you were a 
frightened little girl.” “Yes,” said her 
mother, “and the verse I learned when 
I was a little girl I have carried in my 
heart all these years, and it has helped 
me many times.” 

You will find it in Psalm 56, verse 3. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 5 


1. Summer Opportunities for Christian 
Service (Neh. 4:1-6; Col. 3:23-25) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


Bie topics, this week’s and next, are 
designed to direct our thoughts to 
the approaching summer months, when 
most of us will doubtless have more 
free time—-time that can easily slip 
away with little accomplishment, unless 
we plan wisely and carefully to use it 
to the best advantage. 

This week’s topic puts the emphasis 
on opportunities for Christian service 
during the summer. Next week’s topic 
will be concerned largely with plans for 
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recreation, self-development, and special 
hobbies or projects. 
ye 

It is fitting that our first attention 
should be given to summer opportunities 
for Christian service. Until we have 
canvassed the opportunities, we cannot 
make intelligent plans for the summer. 
Furthermore, service for others should 
rightly come before any plans for our 
own pleasure, or enjoyment. 

But this week’s topic goes still farther, 
in that it directs our thoughts toward 
opportunities for Christian service. It 
might be possible to fill up our summer 
months, or our vacation time, with all 
kinds of very commendable service for 
others without seizing opportunities that 
have a definite Christian objective, or 
that lie within God’s particular plan for 
us. It is possible to be very busy doing 
things for Christ, but yet missing the 
very thing He wants done above every- 
thing else. 

Notice that, in the Scripture portion 
chosen for this week from Nehemiah 4, 
the people not only had a mind to work, 
but they had a mind to work on the re- 
building of the wall. It was this work 
that filled up the breaches, and kept out 
the enemy. There were many other 
kinds of work on which they might have 
spent their energy to little or no effect. 
Therefore, in considering Christian serv- 
ice for the summer, let us go first to 
God, and ask His direction and get His 
vision of the need. If we will ask of 
Him and expect Him to do so, He will 
open our eyes to opportunities that we 
have never seen before. 

se 

In many places, daily vacation Bible 
schools are already being planned. It 
may be that in one of these God has 
an opportunity for service for you. Make 
it your business to find out what is be- 
ing done in this direction in your church 
or neighborhood, and what the needs are 
for workers. ye 


Some of you undoubtedly live in com- 
munities where migrant workers are 
used to plant or harvest certain crops. 
Many of these migrants bring their fam- 
ilies with them in trailers, and often 
there is little or no opportunity for Sun- 
day school or other forms of religious 
service for these workers, and their fam- 
ilies. What can your young people’s 
society do about this? Consult with your 
pastor, and with government representa- 
tives who may know where these groups 
will be located, and when they will be 
in your neighborhood. 

ye 

Has your group ever considered hold- 
ing a series of outdoor meetings on Sun- 
day afternoons or evenings during the 
summer months? In this way it is often 
Possible to take the Gospel to those who 
will not come to church to hear it. 

ye 
If you are near a resort or a tourist 
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center, you will very likely find con- 
siderable numbers of young folks of col- 
lege age, working in hotels or dining 
rooms for the summer months. There is 
a strong temptation, even among those 
who come from Christian homes, to let 
down during such a time and neglect 
attendance at church and Sunday school. 
With a little investigation on your part, 
and often the co-operation of the hotel 
or dining room, special times may be 
arranged for a Bible class for these 
young folk during the summer months, 
and thus they may be encouraged to keep 
in touch with Christian things while 
away from home, and while employed 

at unusual hours. 
Se 


Sound Christian conferences offer real 
opportunities for Christian service dur- 
ing the summer. Many of these need 
counselors, or prayer group leaders, and 
the like. And, even if you yourself are 
not able to attend such a conference, 
you or your young people’s group may 
make it possible for some of your mem- 
bers, or members of the Sunday school, 
to attend. One group of young women 
earned money for such a service by the 
home canning and sale of fruits and vege- 
tables during the season when some of 
these products might have gone to waste. 


ye 
It is possible that your young people’s 
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spiration by RCA Victor 


Recor 
Name 
Address 





[~] Please send free CATALOG 
“—J of Singspiration’s Complete 
ao. 


Box 1, Dept. ST, Wheaton, Ill. 


C] Enclosing $4.19 for 
Carlton Booth’s 
3-record album 
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JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


and 
Brown Military Academy of the Ozarks 
Siloam Springs and Sulphur Springs, Ark. 
All Grades Through 4-Years College 


lical . Interd. a ' R 





degrees in numerous fields of Vocational 
Specialization. 
Attractive S Schools and Camping Activities 


Dr. John E. Brown, Founder 
For full information, address: 
John E. Brown, Ir. 2 ite 





President 














Hymn Lovers’ 
We. Cer. WAGs 


(Formerly Hymn, Writers’ magazine) 


HERE AT LAST! A new gospel-music magazine. 
Edited and written by the nation's leading hymn 
won church musicians and Directors of Sacred 
usic 
Valuable Features for Music Lovers 
Stories of modern hymn writers. Articles on every 
of church music. News of the latest tn religious 
. Plus several es of actua ~ aa new _— 
solos, duets, quartets. elpful = a. 
and ‘berents for illustrations, Subscr iption pase 1 
U.S, and Canada, $2.75; Foreign countries, $ 
SPECIAL GET-AC pacnvee Orrer 
First six mos. subscripti + Mail your $1 bill today, 


HYMN WRITERS’ FELLOWSHIP 


P. °. Box Q-4 Hyde Park Station 
Los Angeles 43, California 














for Vacation Bible School 


SUCCESS 
get this valuable booklet FREE 


The booklet chat tells you everything about 
putting over a DVBS. Also included is an 
easy-to-follow 7-step plan as a part of this 
“Gold Mine of Ideas." 


Tells you about the famous 
ALL BIBLE VACATION SCHOOL LES- 
SONS thar are COMPLETE to the last 
detail: Bible-c letely cor- 
related . . departmentally graded. 


See your dealer or write for FREE booklet. 
SCRIPTURE PRESS 


OPT. GES-SH 434 SOUTH WASASH, CHICAGO S, NLEINOTS 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


group might be able to have a summer 
Christian conference of their own, at 
some convenient site not too far from 
your home town, planning for your own 
speakers, and making it possible for 
young people in your community to at- 
tend at a minimum cost. 


se 


Having found out what God’s will is 
for your particular group and for your- 
self, our second Scripture lesson, in 
Colossians 3, reminds us that we are to 
undertake it heartily “as to the Lord.” 
We are to think not of our own gain or 
comfort or pleasure, but of His glory. 
If we will do this, we-are promised a 
definite reward from Him. While we 
are not to undertake service for Him 
merely for the sake of the reward, it is 
good to know that He will not forget 
to reward faithful service in ways that 
we cannot foresee or imagine. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Planning for Your 1949 
Children’s Day 


WO Children’s Day services for the 

Sunday school are now available, 
“The Lord in Our Homes,” and “God — 
And All Things.” Both services have 
been prepared by Mary Brainerd Smith, 
the first, in 1947; and the second, in 1948. 
However, quite a number of each are 
still available for schools who may not 
have used such a Children’s Day service 
in the years indicated, or who may wish 
to repeat one of these. 

Like other services prepared by this 
talented writer, these two consist of 
Scripture readings; original hymn verses, 
set to familiar tunes; and recitations for 
members of the various departments. 
They are printed in convenient leaflet 
form, and the cost is 25 cents a dozen, 
or $2 a hundred. Please address The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th Street, Philadelphia 5, specifying 
which of the two services you desire. 
If you desire to order, for examination, 
a dozen made up of six copies of each 
service, you may do so. 


“The Supreme Court 
and the Atheist” 


OPIES of the sixteen-page pamphlet 
containing Dr. Robert C. McQuil- 
kin’s four articles on the decision of the 
Supreme Court in the Champaign, IIL, 
case are still available. The articles, 
published in THe Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs, 
were: “The Supreme Court and the 
Atheist,” “Shall We Bar the Bible from 
the Schools?” “Is America to be a Secu- 
lar State?” and “How Can We Have 
Moral Education Without God?” 
The bookstore of Columbia Bible Col- 
lege, Columbia, S. C., sells the pamphlets 
at cost — ten cents each, or $5 a hundred. 


May 21, 1949 


Victorious Life Conferences 


OW good it is to know that, in spite 
of all the turmoil in the world and 
strife in the church, there are quiet 
spots where Christian people may come 
apart for communion with the Lord and 
one another, and rest of body, mitid, 
and spirit! One of the most beautify! 
of these spots, around which cluster 
many hallowed memories, is America's 
Keswick, at Keswick Grove, N. J. There 
amid the pines, and beside the lovely 
lakes, at the meetings in the auditorium 
will be proclaimed again this summer 
the message of God’s provision for vic. 
tory through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Victorious Life Conferences this 
coming summer are as follows: 
Memorial Day Conference 
May 27-30 
Student Conference 
June 11-19 
July Fourth Conference 
July 1-4 
First July Conference 
July 9-17 
Ministers’ and Christian 
Workers’ Conference 
July 18-21 
Second July Conference 
July 23-31 
First August Conference 
August 6-14 
Second August Conference 
August 20-28 
Labor Day Conference 
September 2-5 





Among the speakers at this summer's 
conferences will be Dr. F. J. Huegel, 
author of “Bone of His Bone”; Dr. North- 
cote Deck, F.R.G.S., of the South Sea 
Evangelical Mission; Dr. O. Vansteen- 
berghe, co-director of the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission; Dr. Arthur B. Whiting, dean 
of the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania; 
Dr. Harold S. Laird, pastor of the In- 
dependent Presbyterian Church, Wil- 
mington, Del.; the Rev. E. J. Pudney, 
general secretary of the Unevangelized 
Fields Mission; Dr. William Culbertson, 
president of the Moody Bible Institute; 
Dr. Howard W. Ferrin, president of the 
Providence Bible Institute; the Rev. 
George H. Mundell, pastor of the Maran- 
Atha Tabernacle, Darby, Pa.; Dr. Merrill 
C. Tenney, dean of the Graduate School, 
Wheaton College; the Rev. G. W. Play- 
fair, general director of the Sudan In- 
terior Mission. 

An attractive, illustrated leaflet giv- 
ing the names of the leaders and speak- 
ers, directions for reaching Keswick 
either by rail or automobile, registra 
tion and entertainment rates, and other 
helpful information will be sent gladly 
upon request, if you will address the 
Victorious Life Testimony, Room. 40l, 
Commonwealth Bldg., 1201 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia 7. 
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Lesson for June 5 
The Substitute Fund 


HERE are numbers of Christian peo- 

ple, especially young folks, who 
would like to attend a conference at 
America’s Keswick, at Keswick Grove, 
N. J., but who are unable to for finan- 
tial reasons. ‘Others who have expe- 
rienced the blessing that comes from 
attending one or more of the conferences 

often glad to contribute toward the 
Substitute Fund, to make it possible for 
others, as “substitutes,” to go to Kes- 
wick. Gifts for this Fund are especially 
needed to make it possible for college 
students and other young people to at- 
tend a conference. 

Those who would like to have a share 
in this worth-while ministry may send 
gifts to the Victorious Life Testimony, 
Room 401, Commonwealth Bldg., 1201 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 7. 


Journeying With the 
1949 Christian Fellowship Tour 


LACIER NATIONAL PARK has 
rightly been called one of the crown 
jewels of America. Here in this land 
of shining mountains, mantled with great 
evergreen forests and dotted with 
meadows of alpine flowers and glacial 
lakes of peacock blue and emerald green, 
the 1949 Sunday School Times Christian 
Fellowship party will spend two glori- 
gus days. They will enter the park at 
Belton, Mont., leaving their Pullman 
coaches at this point to travel by motor 
coach, first to Lake McDonald Hotel, 
where excellent accommodations will 
make the party comfortable for the night. 
On the next morning the motor coach 
journey will be resumed. For sixty- 
three miles the way will lie along the 
famous Going-to-the-Sun Highway amid 
towering peaks of the American Rockies, 





-through Logan Pass, and along beautiful 


$t, Mary Lake. Shortly before noon the 
Goaches will reach picturesque Many 
Glacier Hotel, which is located on Swift 
Current Lake, commanding a spectacu- 
lar scenic area. In the afternoon a 
motor launch ride on Swift Current and 
Josephine lakes will reveal additional 
amazing views of the great snow-capped 
peaks of the Continental Divide. 
“The following morning motor coaches 
will again pick up the party. This time 
the route will lie along Blackfeet High- 
Way No. 89, past the Blackfeet Indian 
Reservation, and on to Glacier Park 
Hotel. After lunch there will be an- 
other motor launch trip, this time on 
Two Medicine Lake, after which the 
party will move on to Glacier Park 
Station, to board their Pullman cars, 
Which will be waiting for them there for 
the homeward journey to Chicago. The 
party reaches Chicago August 6, having 
beén traveling together since July 11. 
In addition to the two-day stay 
im Glacier National Park, the tour in- 
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BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL 
Dr. Robert C. MeQuilkin, President 
“Where boys become Christian gentlemen’ 
Full junior and senior high school 
Write, Headmaster 


Asheville North Carolina 
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Mak d li- 
AGENTS ing ‘ou quick moving 
Ne ioc oF Bibles, Books, 


Mottoes, Greeting Cards, Calendars, 
Sunday School Supplies. Easy pleasant 
- work—Liberal Commissions. 

Seeeeeee eee ee & WRITE TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. A-4 Butler, Indiana 








The Times advertising columns can help. you in your work in the church or Sunday 
school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 
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A well-attended Ohio Summer Bible Conference with (inset) a group 





of its Faculty and Counsellors. 


Sauing “The Problem Boy”’ 


¢ UR school was not a large one,” writes an 
ardent Vacation Bible School worker from 
southern California. “But most of the children 
were regular in attendance, showing great in- 


terest in their lessons; and 


“During those precious two weeks, God 
again showed His mighty power in winning to 
Himself ‘the problem boy* of the town. Jerry 
will‘ have much of ridicule to endure from the 
‘miners; but the stand he took for Christ will 
prove to those men and others that, when we 
love and follow Him, Jesus is a real and con- 


stant guide. 


“But the cup of our joy was filled to 
overflowing when we learned that a mother 
who had accepted Jesus as Saviour one day 
when we visited her home, and is now teach- 


many came to 
know the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. 


The A.S.S.U. aims to present 
only constructive teaching. We 
have no place, either for crit- 
ical attacks or for doubts and 
uncertainties. We stand for 
and emphasize those founda- 
tional truths held in common 
by all evangelical Christians. 
These we teach from the Bible, 
in which we find the supreme 
revelation of God's character 
and will, of His plan of salva- 
tion, and of Christian train- 
ing. We seek to make these 
truths clear to all, while espe- 
cially adapting them to the 
needs of children and young 
people, 


ing in the little Union Sunday School there, 
is none other than the mother of Jerry, and, 
with a brother and sister of Jerry, was saved 
the very same week. We rejoice that the Lord 
has brought to Himself the majority of that 
family, and believe that soon the entire house- 
hold .will be united in His loving care. Since 
returning home, too, we have heard from 
another little Mexican mother, a new babe in 


Christ, that she is faithfully reading a chapter 
a day in her Spanish Bible. We thank Him 
for the privilege of giving out His glorious 


Word.” 


Our attractive quarterly, ““‘THE SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MISSIONARY," contains much 
more information about how we are evan- 
gelizing “‘the otherwise unreached”’ in rural 
America. Write for your copy direct to 
Department of Missions, 1816-T Chestnut 











Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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Sound in blue cloth 
vith gold stamping; 
clear white opaque Bible 
paper; 1760 pages; page 
size, 544” x 744”. 














The following outstanding features are included: clear, easily read 
type; simple, direct annotations actually on the page where needed; 
modified self-pronunciation; special introductions and chapter sub- 
heads; complete index which catalogs nearly 4000 notes; historical 
data; chronologies; and maps specially drawn for this edition. 





This New Pilgrim Edition sells for $4.50. But the Sunday 
School Times Company will give this Bible to anyone sending 
in TEN NEW twenty-two weeks subscriptions to the Times at 
$1 each. This offer applies om/y to subscriptions in the United States. 


eee eee eee ee ee eee ee eseeae 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample 
copies of the Times, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you obtain ten subscriptions, send the names and ad- 
dresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $10. Upon 
receipt, the names go on our mailing list, and your copy of this 
unusual Bible will be sent to you immediately. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


— For YOu wWehou Woney Cost 
“puugriM EDITION | the 


PILGRIM 

| EDITION 
of the 
HOLY BIBLE 


Authorized King James Text 


. .. the first annotated Bible ever prepared 
especially for YOUNG CHRISTIANS! 


Outstanding Features 





HARRY A. IRONSIDE, LITT.D., says: 


“This new, annotated edition of the Scriptures’ 
is designed to help young people particularly 
in their study of the Bible. The notes are not 
too extensive, but are clear and concise, and 
give just what the earnest student needs in 
order to enable him to understand some of 
the difficult passages and to co-ordinate the 
teaching af the Word.” 





Send all subscriptions at one time 
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cludes, westbound, the famous Req 
Lodge Sky Line Highway, Yellowstone 
National Park, Rainer National Par, 
Seattle, Wash., Victoria, B. C., and Van. 
couver, B. C., and a six-day steamship 
cruise along the Inside Passage along 
the shores and amid the fiords of Brit. 
ish Columbia, reaching as far north as 
Ketchikan, Alaska. 

Already, at the time this issue of the 
TIMES goes to press, reservations are 
nearing the capacity of the S.S. Chilotin, 
which will determine the size of the 
party. Those who do not wish to be dis. 
appointed should register at the earliest 
possible date. If you would like detaileg 
information about this 1949 Christian 
Fellowship Tour, a postal card addressed 
to John .W. Lane, Jr., Associate Editor. 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, will bring it to 
you. Mr. Lane, who has accompanied a 
number of earlier Christian Fellowship 
parties, will be with the 1949 group 
throughout the entire journey. 


ye 
With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please _ include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





Notes on the Parables of Our Lord. 
Popular Edition. By Richard Chenevix 
Trench. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) “Trench on the 
Parables” is a stock phrase among the- 
ological students. Anyone who studies 
the parables of our Lord without con- 
sulting this standard work may do a good 
job, but he certainly will do a better one 
with the aid of a most effective tool. 

The original edition of Dean Trench’s 
work contains footnotes in four foreign 
languages — Greek, Latin, French, and 
German — and detailed accounts of er- 
roneous views and their refutations. The 
present edition drops the lengthy dis- 
cussions of false interpretations and 
eliminates the foreign languages by in- 
corporating into the text an English 
translation of the more desirable notes. 
The result is a very readable, stimulat- 
ing, and instructive commentary on 
thirty New Testament parables. Dr. 
Trench quotes many authoritative 
sources. The approach is scholarly, sane, 
and spiritual, but not dispensational or 
premillennial. Four introductory chap- 
ters discuss the definition and interpre- 
tation of parables, and the use of para- 
bles in: teaching. The book should be 
most useful as a text for Bible classes, 
and certainly will prove profitable as 
devotional reading for any individual. 


The Glory Forever. By Martha Snell 


Nicholson. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$1.) From the sick bed of a great sufferer 
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Lesson for June 5 


The Sunday School Times 


President and Editor 
Puitie E. Howarp, JR. 





Executive Vice-President 
Harry J. JAEGER 
Secretary and Treasurer 
D. T. RicHMAN 
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Joun W. LANE, JR. 
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Contributing Editors: JosepH P. FRee, 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times: $2.50 per year; 
five years, $10; five or more copies to 
same or separate addresses, $2 each. 
Canada: add 25 cents per year; foreign: 
add 50 cents per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
$25 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








have come these songs of the heart. This 
is a new collection (128 pages) of the 
poems of Mrs. Nicholson, a_ beloved 
member of the Times family. Many of 
them have appeared in Christian Vic- 
tory, Christian Life, Brethren Mission- 


ary Herald, Moody Monthly, and the: 


Times, and there is a foreword by Dr. 
William L. Pettingill, who calls Mrs. 
Nicholson “God’s sweet songbird.” The 
subjects are varied, taken from the 
Scriptures, the sick room, the home, the 
out of doors, and everyday incidents of 
life. There are several verses and prose 
pieces by Mr. Nicholson, and a tribute 
written by his wife after he passed away 
on April 22, 1948. Shut-ins and invalids 
will find much comfort here, for the 
verses are written with a sympathy born 
of experience. Then there is encourage- 
ment here, too, for busy Christian 
workers as they find a note of praise 


and thankfulness that dominates an un- 


dertone of pain. There are poems for 
little children and “To a Mother-in- 
Waiting”; many poems on the life of the 
Lord Jesus and His disciples; and much 
about Heaven, to which Mrs. Nicholson 
looks forward eagerly. She has inserted 
a few of the letters written to her friends 
within the last two years. Here is a 
collection where readers will be sure 
to find comfort, new strength for the 
work of the day, and a great deal that 
will lift the heart toward the Lord Jesus 
and Heaven. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 30 to June 5 
Mon.—Isaiah 53:1-9. The Suffering Servant. 


PraYER SuGGeEsTions: He bore the sin 
of man. The suffering Saviour fulfilled 
all that was written of Him when He 
passed through the sorrows of life and 
death. He bore the sins of the whole 
world. “God... manifest in flesh” took 
upon Himself the entire weight of the 
world’s sin and woe. His soul became 
“an offering for sin.” The infinite foun- 
tain of His blood is enough to wash 
away every sin stain from every soul 
in the universe. And that “precious 
blood shall never lose its power till all 
the ransomed Church of God be saved, 
to sin no more.” Pray for a greater ap- 
preciation of Calvary. 


Tues.—Luke 23:1-9. The Accusation. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONsS: “They began to 
accuse him, saying, We found this fel- 
low perverting the nation, and forbid- 
ding to give tribute to Cesar, saying 
that he himself is Christ a King.” These 
charges laid against the Holy One of God 
were made wickedly and intentionally 
by men who hated Him without a cause, 
Thus set at nought and numbered with 
the transgressors, the Son of God over- 
came the powers of death and hell. And 
He who went over the world’s roughest 
road triumphantly will enable us to 
carry off the victory. Pray that you may 
never faint in your tribulations. 


Wed.—John 19:1-5. “Behold the Man !” 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “And Pilate saith 
unto them, Behold the man!” These 
words of Pilate turned the eyes of all 
at the judgment seat to the Man of 
sorrows, crowned with thorns, and robed 
with garments of mock: majesty. “Bear- 
ing shame and scoffing rude,” He stood 
condemned. But now we see Jesus 
crowned with glory and honor for the 
sufferings of death. Rejoice that He has 
taken His seat at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high. Pray that you may 
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SEND AND SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 


CHRIST 


rise bemerinn' 21 fides Delonas = 
Eder Our Oh Three boxes of one or both kinds sent may 
Agents 
Profit up to 100 oer beat. 


Seas. Menew seteeted om Not entirely satisfied. 
SHEPHERD'S T TOWN GREETING CARD Co. 
Shepherdstown, Pa. 


Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide Gospel Broadeast 
“Regional Networks” and in- 
dependent Stations. Consult 
radio log of local newspapers 
for stations and times. 
CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. ©. Bex 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 


“The Tudia Mission 


Room 311 Elyria Block 
A Soul- Winsing. Ole. Teachi on ag 
D'S Fai ness 
'Bi tle Schools iat and Corr Evenpelicte 
it) 
A fruitful field of the Lord’s provision 
Write for fuller injormation. 





























TEACHING STEWARDSHIP 


gietZ 


collecting Birthday, Missionary 
and special offerin: ic base 
and top; locked with bolt and nut. 


Each only $1.30. At your dealer. 


Capit on Sunday School 
supplies oa even Weise today. 


WM. H. DIETZ, INC. “Saceze sae" O="* ** 


PARENTS... 


of High School Girls! 


A Christian girls’ boarding and 
day school — 7th through High 
School—can accept 20 additional 
girls, beginning with the Fall term. 

Attractive dormitories for 5-day 
or 7-day resident students. 

Only girls with satisfactory refer- 
ences consi 

Visit the School, or write for folder 
and application blank. 


The Montrose School 


128 OAK LANE ESSEX FELLS, N. J. 
(23 miles from New York City in beauti- 
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Results for 1948 
185 Evangelistic campaigns conducted 








SPECIAL MEETINGS FOR YOUR CHURCH CAN BE 
ARRANGED BY THE 


FULLER EVANGELISTIC FOUNDATION 


CHARLES E. FULLER, President 


15 men actively engaged in Evangelistic and Bible Conference ministry 


65 Bible conferences conducted 
Write 


Evangelistic and Bible Conference Department Box 989, Pasadena 20, California 


3218 conversions reported 
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A Wendesful SERVICE 


You may find for yourself the joy of unique 
Christian service in the use of books. The 
need around you is imperative. This call 
is urgent. The only Christian book service 
your local people may have offered to 
them is what you will provide. 

Write us for simple agency plan for spare 
or full time (mention which), Dept. S 602 


© MOODY PRESS 33 Intute rece 
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LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hun 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 


mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 
Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. Your prayers 
and help requested. Write to 

LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


P. 0. Box 488-T Chicago 90, Illinois 
Interdenominational—A Work of Faith 
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OUR 60TH ANNIVERSARY _ 


1949 | 





The sturdy pillars of the main 
college entrance suggest GOR- 
DON’S bold stand upon the im- 
pregnable rock of Holy Scripture. 








Adoniram Judson Gordon, 
spirit-filled pastor, 





teacher, author, and founder 
of GORDON COLLEGE. 


Gordon’s Illustrious Founder 


L™ by the Spirit of God, and 
prompted by such consecrated 
men.as Dwight L. Moody, A. T. Pier- 
son, and Grattan Guinness, GORDON 
COLLEGE was founded in 1889 by 
A. J. Gordon as the Boston Bible and 
Missionary Training School. From this 
small beginning, it has grown rapidly 
into a thriving college, attracting stu- 
dents from all parts of the United 
States, Canada and foreign countries. 


The institution is an enduring 
monument to the memory of its illus- 
trious founder, Adoniram Judson Gor- 
don. Born April 19, 1836, at New 
Hampton, New Hampshire, he grad- 
uated in 1860 from Brown University 
and from Theological Seminary in 
1863. For the last 25 years of h*- ~ fe 


Send us fifteen cents, silver or 
stamps, for an attractive brochure 
of Dr. Gordon's soul-stirring hymns, 
Please address Desk G. 


GORDON 





he was the popular, successful, spirit- 
filled pastor of Clarendon Street.Bap- 
tist Church, Boston. Composer of the 
hymn “My Jesus I Love Thee”, Dr. 
Gordon was also the author and.com- 
poser of several. other - well-known 
hymns. A number. of inspirational 


books came from his gifted pen. The secret of 
his Spirit-filled ministry is also the explanation 
of GORDON’S power and growth—the. abid- 
ing presence of the Lord Jesus Christ: 





Wood Hall, erected 1931, one of the group 
of buildings on beautiful Evans Way. 


COLLEGE OF THEOLOGY AND MISSIONS 


Founded by Adoniram Judson Gordon 


EVANS WAY, BOSTON 15, MASSACHUSETTS. 








cry of 5,000,000 


1928 we have preached Christ by word of 


rejoice with increasing joy as you con. 
template your Lord. 


Thurs.—Mark 15:1-15. Jesus Condemned, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Pilate, willing 
to content the people, released Barab. 
bas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when 
he had scourged him, to be crucified” 
“Their rulers, because they knew him 
not, nor yet the voices of the prophets 
which are read every sabbath day, they 
have fulfilled them in condemning him, 
And though they found no cause of 
death in him, yet desired they Pilate 
that he should be slain” (Acts 13:27, 28). 
Unreasonable and wicked men, under the 
influence of sin and Satan, condemned 
the Just One. Evil men still condemn 
the innocent and make out that the 
wicked are righteous. The world that 
hated Christ will hate you. Pray for 
deeper heart preparation for meeting the 
woes of life. 


Fri.—Mark 15:16-25. On the Way to Calvary. 
PraYER Succestions: “They bring him 
unto the place Golgotha, which is, being 
interpreted, The place of a skull.” . Sol- 
diers and wicked men led Jesus from 
the judgment hall to crucify Him. The 
sad scene is pictured in few words by 
the pen of inspiration. Let these scenes 
often come before your mind. They are 
intended to be eternally remembered. 
At our Communion services they should 
be remembered with tearful gratitude. 
The elements symbolize our Lord’s suf- 
ferings and death. Pray that your love 
to Christ may abound more and more. 


Sat.—Luke 23:39-45. On the Cross. 

PraYER SuccestTions: “This man hath 
done nothing amiss.” All the transac- 
tions on the cross were of eternal im- 
portance. The railing thief went out to 
be in eternity what he had been in life. 
The penitent one went to be eternally 
with Christ in Paradise. And the blood- 
shedding of the Son of God which made 
possible our eternal salvation will never 
be forgotten. God forbid that we should 
glory in anything but the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Heaven’s eternal 
theme will be the Lamb slain for our 
sins, who redeemed us by His blood. 
Pray that you may honor the precious 
blood of Christ. 


Sun.—Romans 5:1-11. Wondrous Love. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsSTIONS: “God com- 
mendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us.” God’s love is the great- 
est wonder in the universe. It pass- 
eth knowledge. It is life’s most con- 
straining motive to surrender and 
service that can be conceived by the 
mind of man. That God should so 
love us sinners and should send His 
only begotten Son to be the propl- 
tiation for our sins ever will be the 
mystery of mysteries, and the glory 
of all glories. Pray that the love of 
God may be an increasing wonder in 
your soul, 
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